
Sierra Nevada Conservancy  Agenda Item VIIIb 
December 10, 2015  Policy and Outreach Update 

 
Background 
In addition to continued activity in support of the Sierra Nevada Watershed Improvement 
Program (See Agenda Item XV), staff continues to engage in legislative/policy and 
outreach/communications efforts with goals of raising the profile of the Sierra Nevada, 
educating legislators and key-decision makers about the value the Region has to the 
entire state, and identifying new sources of funding for the Region. 
 
Current Status 
Meetings and Legislative Actions 
$150 million in potential new funding for the Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) became 
a possibility with the October 16 filing of a new water bond initiative proposal – The 
Water Supply Reliability and Drought Protection Act of 2016 – submitted by Dr. Jerry 
Meral of the National Heritage Institute (NHI). The total amount of the bond is 
$4.895 billion and the funding for SNC is identified in the Watershed improvement for 
Water Supply and Water Quality enhancement chapter.  
 
Following actions by the Attorney General and Secretary of State, NHI will work to 
collect signatures later this year to qualify the bond for the November 2016 ballot. A 
draft copy of the bond language is attached (Attachment A). 
 
In early November, the SNC partnered with CAL FIRE to bring legislative staff on a tour 
of the areas impacted by the Butte fire. At the time of this writing, preparations were still 
underway, though the day is expected to be quite informative and to help increase 
awareness among decision-makers in Sacramento as to the widespread impact these 
types of fire events continue to have on key resources. 
 
Staff has continued to engage with the Sierra Climate Adaptation and Mitigation 
Partnership (CAMP), including participation in a listening session hosted by Sierra 
CAMP and Sierra Business Council in Truckee during the month of October. 
Representatives from the California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) presented on 
the Safeguarding California Climate Adaptation Plan, and fielded questions and 
commentary from a variety of Sierra Nevada Stakeholders. The discussion was 
productive in that it conveyed to the CNRA representatives the critical importance of the 
Region and its associated values to downstream beneficiaries. Staff will stay engaged in 
the Safeguarding California process, including participation in workshops in Sacramento 
and possibly providing feedback and input on the draft revision to the plan in November. 
 
Additionally, Sierra CAMP approached the SNC with a request to review and provide 
input on their Sierra Nevada Climate Adaptation & Mitigation Strategy. This document is 
the result of Sierra CAMP involvement with the Climate Solutions University, and 
focuses primarily on forests, water, and ways those resources can adapt to a changing 
climate. The document was very well-done, and incorporates the work SNC is doing 
through WIP and the Sierra Nevada Forest and Community Initiative.  
 
 
 

http://www.sierranevada.ca.gov/our-board/board-meetings/2015dec/aixvwip.pdf
http://www.sierranevada.ca.gov/our-board/board-meetings/2015dec/aiviiibatta.pdf
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Outreach and Communications 
Staff continues to focus on supporting the communications needs of the WIP, and on 
keeping SNC activities and issues highlighted on social media. In late September, 
SNC’s Facebook page reached a milestone of 800 likes, and currently SNC’s Twitter 
account is nearing 500 followers. 
 
Social media continues to provide SNC with opportunities to reach new audiences and 
connect SNC’s messaging with current events. Throughout fire season, staff shared 
news clips and research related to the broad impacts of fire in the Sierra on California, 
and on Regional fire-related trends. For example, in mid-September, the Sierra Nevada 
reached an unfortunate milestone of a million acres burned in the current decade. At the 
time, seventy percent of those acres burned in just 10 of the 386 wildland fires that had 
been recorded in the Region. To illustrate this significant event, staff developed visuals 
to mark the milestone and posted them on Facebook and Twitter. These posts attracted 
the attention of a Sacramento Bee Reporter, and resulted in a follow up interview and 
story tied to the Butte Fire. 
 
Since the last SNC Board Meeting, three new blog posts have been added to the Sierra 
Wildfire Wire. The Sierra Wildfire Wire mailing list currently has 245 subscribers, and 
includes representatives from various state agencies, federal agencies, legislative 
representatives and their staff, and Regional partners, conservation representatives, 
and industry contacts. 
 
In late October, staff assisted the continued efforts of the Filmmakers Collaborative to 
develop a more in-depth feature for PBS on The Fire Next Time - a documentary 
outlining the changes in fire behavior in the Sierra and the challenges the Region is 
facing as a result of past land management practices and climate change. Executive 
Officer Jim Branham was interviewed and staff connected the filmmakers with additional 
spokespeople in the Region.  
 
Great Sierra River Cleanup 
The 7th Annual Great Sierra River Cleanup, held on September 19, 2015, was another 
great success. Over 4,500 volunteers cleared over 102 tons of trash from over 325 
miles of river. As in previous years, this event was held in partnership with the California 
Coastal Cleanup Day. But, unlike previous years, the 2015 event complemented recent 
efforts in Sacramento – the passage of Assembly Concurrent Resolution (ACR) 22, 
authored by Assembly Member Brian Dahle (R - Bieber). ACR 22 established the third 
week of September as “Sierra Nevada Watershed Protection Week.” It both brings 
attention to the challenges that the Sierra Nevada region is facing and highlights the 
work being done to protect and restore all of the resources the Sierra provides to the 
State. 
 
Deep appreciation goes out to the thousands of volunteers, dozens of local community 
groups, and our supporters at the California Coastal Commission, the California 

https://www.facebook.com/SierraNevadaConservancy/posts/933914373335702
https://twitter.com/CAsWatershed/status/644888071951876096
http://www.sierranevada.ca.gov/press-room/snc-in-the-news/9-11-15SacBeeButteFire.pdf
https://vimeo.com/122811230
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Conservation Corps, Sacramento Municipal Utility District, Sierra Pacific Industries, 
Pacific Gas & Electric, Mountiansmith, and Danner Boots. The Great Sierra River 
Cleanup would not be possible without the hard work of these individuals and 
organizations.  
 
As part of SNC efforts to focus work per the Strategic Action Plan which will be 
approved by the Board at this meeting (See Agenda Item XII), staff will be evaluating 
the annual event to determine the best way to move forward in future years.  
 
Current Sierra Nevada Research 
For decades, the conversation about forests and their contribution to greenhouse gas 
cycles has characterized forests as a sink, or a positive, in our quest to reduce global 
greenhouse gas levels. This, however, may be a dangerous presumption because 
forest and atmospheric carbon interactions are very dynamic.  
 
The SNC is working with partners including CAL FIRE, the United States Forest 
Service (USFS), and the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to develop a Science 
Synthesis paper related to the role forests play in California’s effort to combat climate 
change. The synthesis will summarize current scientific understanding about the state 
of Sierra Nevada forests as they relate to carbon storage and greenhouse gas 
emissions, and will make recommendations on which forest characteristics yield the 
greatest carbon storage benefits if treated. The report will provide important information 
for the ongoing discussions about appropriate uses of Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
Fund monies in the forest sector.  
 
The final paper is expected in November and will be shared with the Board at this 
meeting if it is complete.  
 
Next Steps 
Staff will continue to identify and implement legislative, outreach, and communications 
activities in support of SNC programs and activities.  
 
Recommendation  
This is an informational item only; no formal action is needed by the Board at this 
time, although Boardmembers are encouraged to share their thoughts and 
comments. 

http://www.sierranevada.ca.gov/our-board/board-meetings/2015dec/aixiistrategicactionplanrpt.pdf

