
Appendix B - Full Application Checklist 
SNC Reference#: ______________ 

Project Name: __________________________________________________ 

Applicant: _____________________________________________________ 

Please mark each box if item is included in the application.  Please consult with SNC staff 
prior to submission if you have any questions about the applicability to your project of any 
items on the checklist.  All applications must include a CD including an electronic file of 
each checklist item, if applicable. The naming convention for each electronic file is listed 
after each item on the checklist. (Electronic File Name = EFN: 
“naming convention”. file extension choices) 

Submission requirements for all Category One and Category Two Grant Applications 

1. Completed Application Checklist (EFN: Checklist.doc,.docx,.or .pdf)
2. Table of Contents (EFN: TOC.doc,.docx, or .pdf)
3. Full Application Project Information Form (EFN:  SIform.doc, .docx, or .pdf)
4. CCC/Local Conservation Corps Document (EFN: CCC.pdf)
5. Authorization to Apply or Resolution (EFN:  authorization.doc, .docx, or .pdf)
6. Narrative Descriptions (EFN:  Narrative.doc or .docx)

a. Detailed Project Description (5,000 character maximum for section 6a only)
  Project Description including Goals/Results, Scope of Work, Location, Purpose, 

etc. 
b. Workplan and Schedule
c. Restrictions, Technical/Environmental Documents and Agreements

   Restrictions / Agreements (EFN: RestAgree.pdf) 
   Regulatory Requirements / Permits (EFN: RegPermit.pdf) 

d. Organizational Capacity
e. Cooperation and Community Support

   Letters of Support (EFN: LOS.pdf) 
f. Tribal Consultation Narrative (EFN: tribal.doc, docx)
g. Long Term Management and Sustainability

   Long-Term Management Plan (EFN: LTMP.pdf) 
h. Performance Measures

7. Budget documents
a. Detailed Budget Form (EFN: Budget.xls, .xlsx)

8. Supplementary Documents
a. Environmental Documentation

   California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documentation (EFN: CEQA.pdf) 
   National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) documentation (EFN: NEPA.pdf) 

b. Maps and Photos
   Project Location Map (EFN: LocMap.pdf) 
   Parcel Map showing County Assessor’s Parcel Number(s)  (EFN: ParcelMap.pdf) 



   Topographic Map (EFN: Topo.pdf) 
   Photos of the Project Site (10 maximum) (EFN: Photo.jpg, .gif) 

c. Additional submission requirements for Fee Title Acquisition applications only
   Acquisition Schedule (EFN: acqSched.doc,.docx or .pdf) 
   Willing Seller Letter (EFN: WillSell.pdf) 
   Real Estate Appraisal (EFN: Appraisal.pdf) 

d. Additional submission requirements for Site Improvement / Restoration Project
applications only

   Land Tenure Documents (EFN: Tenure.pdf) 
   Site Plan (EFN: SitePlan.pdf) 
   Leases or Agreements (EFN: LeaseAgmnt.pdf) 

I certify that the information contained in the Application, including required attachments, is 
accurate, and that I have been authorized to apply for this grant. 

Signed (Authorized Representative)    Date 

Name and Title (print or type) 



SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY 
PROPOSITION 1 – Watershed Improvement Program Project Information Form 

SNC REFERENCE # 

PROJECT NAME 

APPLICANT NAME (Legal name, address, and zip code) 

AMOUNT OF GRANT REQUEST 
TOTAL PROJECT COST 
PROJECT LOCATION (County with approx. lat/long, center of project area) 

SENATE DISTRICT NUMBER ASSEMBLY DISTRICT NUMBER 

PERSON WITH MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITY FOR GRANT CONTRACT 
 Name and title:                                             Phone:     Email Address:    

 Mr. 

 Ms. 
TRIBAL CONTACT(S) INFORMATION 
Name:          Phone Number: 

Email address: 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR OR PLANNING DIRECTOR CONTACT INFORMATION 
Name:                                                                                                   Phone Number: 

Email address: 
NEAREST PUBLIC WATER AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 
Name:          Phone Number: 

Email address: 



Please identify the appropriate project category below and provide the associated 
details (Choose One) 

 Category One Site Improvement                  Category Two Pre-Project Activities     
 Category One Acquisition  

Site Improvement/ Acquisition Project 
Area (for Category One Projects Only)

Total Acres:  
SNC Portion (if different): 

Acquisition Projects Only For 
Acquisitions Only 

 Appraisal Included 

Select one deliverable (for 
Category Two Projects Only)

 Permit 
 CEQA/NEPA Compliance        
 Appraisal     
 Condition Assessment      
 Biological Survey 
 Environmental Site Assessment 
 Plan  
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Detailed Project Description 

The Mother lode Land Trust (MLLT) is seeking Proposition 1, Category 2 funds from the Sierra 
Nevada Conservancy to develop a Watershed Enhancement Plan on its 575 acre Long Gulch 
Ranch (LGR) Preserve near Groveland, in Tuolumne County.  LGR possesses over 1 mile of Long 
Gulch and its associated watershed.  Long Gulch is the main, natural provider of seasonal water 
into Pine Mountain Lake, a reservoir maintained by the Groveland Community Services District 
and a focal point for the Pine Mountain Lake Community.  This Reservoir was developed to 
store water from Hetch Hetchy in order to provide the surrounding community with drinking 
water.  It also serves to enhance wildlife habitat, and provide recreational opportunities for 
residents and those visiting the Sierra.  Additional water from Pine Mountain Lake and the Long 
Gulch Watershed flows downstream into the Tuolumne River, and then into Don Pedro 
Reservoir managed by the Turlock Irrigation District, and from there, down into the San Joaquin 
Delta. 

In July of 2015 the MLLT purchased LGR with funds from the WCB for the preservation of Great 
Gray Owl habitat and the continuation of recreational pursuits.  In the short time that we have 
owned the property, we have begun to see extensive tree mortality due to drought and Pine 
Bark Beetle infestations.  MLLT would like to see a healthy, sustainable forest in the Long Gulch 
Watershed that would protect neighboring communities from wildfire, increase water 
infiltration into the soil, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and sequester more carbon, all while 
preserving the Great Gray Owl habitat and enhancing recreational opportunities. 

Having a healthy, sustainable forest will benefit the watershed on many levels:  1. Thinning the 
forest and removing excess ladder fuels will protect the watershed from catastrophic wildfire; 
2. Thinning the forest canopy also helps to increase snow accumulation on the ground which 
allows snow to persist and slowly percolate into the soil, contributing to increased water 
infiltration to improve local groundwater storage.   This aligns with California’s Water Action 
Plan which discusses the improvement of Groundwater systems. “Well-managed groundwater 
has the potential to buffer the impacts of climate change on our water systems” (CA’s WAP 
2015).  3. A healthy, fire protected forest reduces greenhouse gas emissions because fires in the 
project area would burn with less intensity, saving vegetation and reducing smoke; and 4. A 
healthy forest sequesters more carbon because healthy plants grow faster, and with reduced 
ladder fuels, new vegetation has room to establish itself and grow.  Studies show that younger 
trees sequester more carbon than older, more slowly growing trees and the property currently 
is lacking this younger vegetation. 

Landowners in the watershed have already begun hazard tree removal under Tuolumne 
County’s “Tree Mortality Hazard Tree Removal Plan” and have secured Emergency Exemptions 
from Cal Fire.  The MLLT would like to join our neighbors in this endeavor but we feel that 
because of the conservation value placed on the Property by WCB that we need to first develop 
this Watershed Enhancement Plan which addresses long term management of the Property.  
LGR and its neighbors are the last line of defense against catastrophic wildfire on the eastern 



boundary of the Pine Mountain Lake Community which consists of 3,468 individual properties.   
As the largest private landowner in the watershed, and as a conservation organization, we feel 
it is our job to act as a mentor and provide an example to other landowners, and share our 
experience and knowledge and opportunities through this grant.  The outreach and educational 
component of this grant will include gathering information from stakeholders on their wants 
and needs within the watershed and educating them on forest health, fire safety, water 
conservation measures, best management practices, and the endangered Great Gray Owl.  We 
would then share this final plan with the stakeholders so that a true watershed wide 
enhancement effort can occur.  This in effect will magnify the SNC funding of this project over a 
much broader area, possibly the entire watershed. 

The Watershed Enhancement Plan would include 4 components:  1. The development of a 
Non-Industrial Timber Management Plan that would address long term forest management, 
forest health, wildlife habitat, and water quality and quantity; 2. A study of the Great Gray Owl 
and their associated habitat; 3. An analysis of the current recreational opportunities and future 
recreation and interpretation needs; and 4. Public outreach and education.  The combination of 
these four things will guide the Land Trust in long term management of the Property and 
hopefully the Long Gulch watershed as a whole.  The MLLT will work with local foresters, 
biologists, owl experts, the County, Cal Fire, the Fire Safe Council, the Pine Mountain Lake 
Association and private landowners to develop this plan.  

  



Work Plan and Schedule 

The Mother Lode Land Trust has several “shovel ready” projects that will begin as soon as this 
Watershed Enhancement Plan is complete.  Therefore, we are anxious to start work and have 
already taken steps to solicit bids for the contract work required for this grant.  The MLLT is 
ready to begin work on this Watershed Enhancement Plan as soon as we are funded. 

The first step will be to hire consultants, familiarize them with the property, and explain the 
grant to them.  Once they are hired and we have begun work, the MLLT will hold a public 
workshop to solicit input on the details that could go into the Watershed Enhancement Plan at 
Long Gulch Ranch.  This could include increased/improved trail system, fuel break, riparian 
corridor restoration, hazard tree removal, artificial owl nests, day use facilities, etc. After the 
NTMP, Great Gray Owl Study, and the Recreation Plan have been drafted they will be compiled 
into the Watershed Enhancement Plan that will serve as the long term management plan for 
the property and the watershed.  Once the Watershed Enhancement Plan is complete there will 
be a second public workshop to share the results of the plan with neighboring landowners and 
explain how we will be managing our property.  After this second public workshop, we will 
submit our final grant report to the Sierra Nevada Conservancy. 

# Detailed Project Deliverables Dates  
1 Hire consultants, begin work July 2016 
2 Hold first public workshop (create maps, informational; materials, 

etc.) – secure volunteers 
August 2016 

3 Work on NTMP July-October 2016 
4 Work on Great Gray Owl Study July-September 

2016 
5 Work on Recreation Study (maps of trails, needed infrastructure, 

liability, volunteers, management of facilities, funding for 
recreation, etc.) 

August-September 
2016 

 Submit 6-month Report December 2016 
6 Compile NTMP and studies into the Watershed Enhancement Plan November 2016-

February 2017 
8 Finalize the Watershed Enhancement Plan February 2017 
9 Final Public Workshop as a tour of the Property to share the Plan 

and describe future project areas.   
April 2017 

10 Submit final report and completed Watershed Enhancement Plan 
to SNC – Completion of the project.   

May 2017 

 



Restrictions, Technical/Environmental Documents and Agreements 
 

There are no property restrictions and/or encumbrances that could adversely impact project 
completion. 

No permits are required for this Category 2 Planning Project.   CEQA requirements for on the 
ground work will be completed as a part of this grant, through the Non-Industrial Timber 
Management Plan. 

  



Organizational Capacity Narrative 

The MLLT has staff and consultants who will carry out the tasks under this grant.  MLLT staff will 
conduct the outreach for the educational and recreational component of this project as well as 
work with neighboring landowners, during and after the completion of the Plan.  MLLT will hire 
consultants to develop a Non-Industrial Timber Management Plan, study the Great Gray Owl 
population, and develop a Recreation Plan.  Since the MLLT is a small, locally based 
organization, we feel we have adequate resources and a knowledge of the local community 
that will enable us to develop a great team to assist us in implementing this grant.  MLLT has 
already spoken with several consultants who are interested in this project.  We don't anticipate 
any delays in starting work as many people are just awaiting the funding to submit their bids for 
the job. 

The Mother Lode Land Trust worked on a previous SNC Grant that mapped our region and 
prioritized projects.  Through this project we hired consultants, held public workshops, worked 
collaboratively with local organizations, and completed thorough grant reporting.  Our 
Executive Director also has experience in managing fuels reduction projects and grants which 
entails hiring a Registered Professional Forester, hiring loggers, working with the public, making 
site visits to make sure the grant parameters are being met, and keeping detailed records of the 
project.    

  



Cooperation and Community Support Narrative 

The County of Tuolumne and the residents of the Pine Mountain Lake subdivision have been in 
favor of the Land Trust acquiring this property for long term protection.  For many years, 
residents of Tuolumne County have been using this property for hiking, horseback riding, 
mountain biking, and nature observation.  The Pine Mountain Lake Equestrian Center has a 
least with us to use some of our trails for their trail rides and annual benefit race.   Since we 
acquired the Property, neighbors and "friends" of the Property have been contacting us, asking 
us how they can get involved in making the Property both environmentally better and better 
for the public.  We have also met with several concerned neighbors about the declining 
watershed health due to a lack of management and they would like to see a coordinated effort 
from the large landowners to restore the health of the watershed.  Many people also 
mentioned seeing or hearing the Great Gray Owls and their declining habitat is another local 
concern. The local Fire Safe Council has a fuel break proposed that runs through the southwest 
corner of our Property, and we have already visited the site with them.  This project can begin 
once we have a plan in place.  The previous landowner also signed an emergency exemption for 
the removal of dead and dying trees.  We have met with his logger and are aware of the 
problem areas on the property. This emergency exemption is another project we will 
implement upon the completion of this plan. 

  



Tribal Consultation Narrative 

Although we have made contact with the tribe regarding this project, we are not currently 
involved with the tribe on this project.  We have worked with them on other projects in 
Tuolumne County and we envision developing a strong working relationship that will come out 
of the work done to develop the Non-Industrial Timber Management Plan.  They will also be 
involved in the public outreach component of this grant and will be welcome to study the 
property and provide comment to the plan.  The contact person for the Tuolumne Band of 
Miwok Indians is: Jon Otterson, Executive Director (209) 928-5300  

  



Long-Term Management and Sustainability Narrative 

The outcome of this project will be a Long Term Management plan in the form of the Long 
Gulch Watershed Enhancement Plan which will be comprised of a Non-Industrial Timber 
Management Plan augmented with a study of the Great Gray Owls, a recreation study, and any 
additional Biological assessments necessary.  Upon completion of this Plan MLLT will be able to 
implement several shovel ready projects (shaded fuel break and emergency, hazard tree 
removal), as well as implement other projects as their need arises.  The purpose of this 
Watershed Enhancement Plan is to guide the future, long term management of the property.  



Performance Measures 

 

Required Performance Measures: 

*Number and Type of Jobs Created: Anticipate 2-3 temporary jobs and potentially 1 
permanent job, depending on the results of the Plan and subsequent funding. 

*Number and Value of New, Improved, or Preserved Economic Activities: New and improved 
recreation, education and information will be possible through this plan.  These things will not 
be actual deliverables of the grant, but the grant will develop a plan to address these. 

*Number of People Reached: Develop a Stakeholder Database for Long Gulch through public 
workshops, direct mailings, and word of mouth.  Establish strong working relationships with 
neighbors and others in the community. 

*Resources Leveraged for the Sierra Nevada: Volunteer hours and/or in-kind contributions. 

 

Alternative Performance Measures: 

Number of Collaboratively Developed Plans:  Develop a Non-Industrial Timber Management 
Plan, perform a study of the Great Gary Owl, and develop a recreation study.  All of which will 
be shared with other landowners in the Long Gulch Watershed. Also find other plans for the 
watershed that may be pertinent to our project (fuel breaks, etc). 

Percent of Pre-Project and Planning Efforts Resulting in Project Implementation: Fuel Break, 
emergency tree hazard reduction, trails improvement, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECTION ONE
DIRECT COSTS Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four Year Five Total
Project Management Costs $4,000.00 $4,000.00
NTMP $45,000.00 $45,000.00
Owl Study $7,000.00 $7,000.00
Recreation Plan $5,000.00 $5,000.00
Workshops $3,000.00 $3,000.00
Mileage $1,500.00 $1,500.00

$0.00
DIRECT COSTS SUBTOTAL: $65,500.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $65,500.00

SECTION TWO
PARTIAL INDIRECT COSTS Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four Year Five Total
website and social media updates $1,000.00 $1,000.00
Maps, brochures, meeting materials $2,000.00 $2,000.00
Reporting, Perf Measures, Invoice Billings $2,000.00 $2,000.00

$0.00
INDIRECT COSTS SUBTOTAL: $3,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5,000.00
PROJECT TOTAL: $68,500.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $70,500.00

SECTION THREE
Total

*Organization operating/overhead costs $4,500.00 $4,500.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

ADMINISTRATIVE TOTAL: $4,500.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,500.00
SNC TOTAL GRANT REQUEST: $73,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $75,000.00

SECTION FOUR

OTHER PROJECT CONTRIBUTIONS Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four Year Five Total

List other funding or in-kind contibutors to project (i.e. Sierra Business Council, Department of Water Resources, etc.)
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Total Other Contributions: $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

NOTE: The categories listed on this form are examples and may or may not be an expense related to the project. Rows may be 
added or deleted on the form as needed. Applicants should contact the SNC if questions arise. 

SNC Watershed Improvement Program - DETAILED BUDGET FORM
SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY

Project Name:  Long Gulch Watershed Enhancement Plan
Applicant:  Mother Lode Land Trust

Administrative Costs    (Costs may not exceed 15% of the above listed Project costs ) :



Appendix F - CEQA/NEPA Compliance Form 
(California Environmental Quality Act & National Environmental Policy Act) 

 
Instructions: All applicants must complete the CEQA compliance section. Check the box that 
describes the CEQA status of the proposed project.  You must also complete the documentation 
component and submit any surveys, and/or reports that support the checked CEQA status. 

 
If NEPA is applicable to your project, you must complete the NEPA section in addition to the 
CEQA section.  Check the box that describes the NEPA status of the proposed project.  Submit 
any surveys, and/or reports that support the NEPA status. For both CEQA and NEPA, submittal 
of permits is only necessary if they contain conditions providing information regarding potential 
environmental impacts. 

NOTE: Effective July 1, 2015, AB52 compliance is required. 

CEQA STATUS 
(All applicants must complete this section) 

Check the box that corresponds with the CEQA compliance for your project. The proposed action 
is either Categorically Exempt from CEQA, requires a Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative 
Declaration, or an Environmental Impact Report per CEQA. 

 

 
If a project is exempt from CEQA, all applicants, including public agencies that provide a filed  
Notice of Exemption, are required to provide a clear and comprehensive description of the physical 
attributes of the project site, including potential and known special-status species and habitat, in 
order for the SNC to make a determination that the project is exempt.  A particular project that 
ordinarily would fall under a specific category of exemption may require further CEQA review due to 
individual circumstances, i.e., it is within a sensitive location, has a cumulative impact, has a 
significant effect on the environment , is within a scenic highway, impacts an historical resource, or 
is on a hazardous waste site.  Potential cultural/archaeological resources must be noted, but do not 
need to be specifically listed or mapped at the time of application submittal.  Backup data informing 
the exemption decision, such as biological surveys, Cultural Information Center requests, research 
papers, etc. should accompany the full application.  Applicants anticipating the SNC to file an 
exemption should conduct the appropriate surveys and submit an information request to an office 
of the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS). 

 
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for claiming a Categorical 

or Statutory Exemption per CEQA: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Categorical Exemption or Statutory Exemption 



2. If your organization is a state or local governmental agency, submit a signed, 
approved Notice of Exemption (NOE) documenting the use of the Categorical 
Exemption or Statutory Exemption, along with any permits, surveys, and/or reports 
that have been completed to support this CEQA status. The Notice of Exemption 
must bear a date stamp to show that it has been filed with the State Clearinghouse 
and/or County Clerk, as required by CEQA. 

3. If your organization is a nonprofit, there is no other California public agency having 
discretionary authority over your project, and you would like the SNC to prepare a NOE for 
your project, let us know that and list any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been 
completed to support the CEQA status. All supplementary documentation must be 
provided to the SNC before the NOE can be prepared. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Negative Declaration OR 
Mitigated Negative Declaration 

 
If a project requires a Negative Declaration or Mitigated Negative Declaration, then applicants must 
work with a qualified public agency, i.e., one that has discretionary authority over project approval 
or permitting, to complete the CEQA process. 

 
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of a Negative 

Declaration or a Mitigated Negative Declaration per CEQA: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



2. Submit the approved Initial Study and Negative Declaration/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration along with any Mitigation Monitoring or Reporting Plans, permits, surveys, 
and/or reports that have been completed to support this CEQA status. The IS/ND/MND 
must be accompanied by a signed, approved Notice of Determination, which must bear 
a date stamp to show that it has been filed with the State Clearinghouse and/or County 
Clerk, as required by CEQA. 

 
 

Environmental Impact Report 
 
If a project requires an Environmental Impact Report, then applicants must work with a qualified 
public agency, i.e., one that has discretionary authority over project approval or permitting, to 
complete the CEQA process. 

 
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of an 

Environmental Impact Report per CEQA: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Submit the Draft and Final Environmental Impact Report along with any Mitigation 

Monitoring or Reporting Plans, permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been 
completed to support this CEQA status. The EIR documentation must be accompanied 
by a signed, approved Notice of Determination, which must bear a date stamp to show 
that it has been filed with the State Clearinghouse and/or County Clerk, as required by 
CEQA. 

 
 



 
NEPA STATUS 

Check the box that corresponds with the NEPA compliance for your project. 
 

Categorical Exclusion 
Submit the signed, approved Decision Memo and Categorical Exclusion, as well as 
documentation to support the Categorical Exclusion, including any permits, surveys, 
and/or reports that have been completed to support this NEPA status. 

 
 

Environmental Assessment & Finding of No Significant Impact 
Submit the signed, approved Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant 
Impact along with any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been completed to 
support this NEPA status. 

 
 

Environmental Impact Statement 
Submit the Draft and approved, Final Environmental Impact Statement, along with the 
Record of Decision and any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been completed 
to support this NEPA status. 
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Typical trail signage throughout property. 

 

Hiking the trail alongside Long Gulch.  SE area of the Property 

 



Patch of dying understory vegetation in the NE Property corner. 

 

Patch of dying trees along southern property boundary. 

 



Brush field along southern property boundary. 

 

Oak Woodland at the north end of the property. 

 

 

 



Entrance to the Property on the western property boundary. 
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