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SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY 
PROPOSITION 1 – Watershed Improvement Program Project Information Form 

SNC REFERENCE # 

PROJECT NAME 

APPLICANT NAME (Legal name, address, and zip code) 

AMOUNT OF GRANT REQUEST 
TOTAL PROJECT COST 
PROJECT LOCATION (County with approx. lat/long, center of project area) 

SENATE DISTRICT NUMBER ASSEMBLY DISTRICT NUMBER 

PERSON WITH MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITY FOR GRANT CONTRACT 
 Name and title:                                             Phone:     Email Address:    

 Mr. 

 Ms. 
TRIBAL CONTACT(S) INFORMATION 
Name:          Phone Number: 

Email address: 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR OR PLANNING DIRECTOR CONTACT INFORMATION 
Name:                                                                                                   Phone Number: 

Email address: 
NEAREST PUBLIC WATER AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 
Name:          Phone Number: 

Email address: 



Please identify the appropriate project category below and provide the associated 
details (Choose One) 

 Category One Site Improvement                  Category Two Pre-Project Activities     
 Category One Acquisition  

Site Improvement/ Acquisition Project 
Area (for Category One Projects Only)

Total Acres:  
SNC Portion (if different): 

Acquisition Projects Only For 
Acquisitions Only 

 Appraisal Included 

Select one deliverable (for 
Category Two Projects Only)

 Permit 
 CEQA/NEPA Compliance        
 Appraisal     
 Condition Assessment      
 Biological Survey 
 Environmental Site Assessment 
 Plan  
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1. Completed Application Checklist 
See attached  

 
2. Table of Contents 
See inserted 

 
3. Full Project Information Form 
See attached  

 
4. California Conservation Corps/Local Conservation Corps 
SFC notified state and local corps. Ray Garcia of the California Conservation Corps. in Stockton 
responded positively and together we have planned CCC participation in the Clarks Valley 
Wildfire Reduction Project. CCC crew will fall dead, dying or infested trees as well as removes 
remaining slash, and chipping of slash and tree tops with a crew of approximately a dozen 
workers. After the LTO’s remove larger trees in the first months of the project the CCC crew 
will enter and follow in their footsteps with 5- sawyers to fall smaller trees left by the LTO’s. 
This will be accomplished in an 8 day spike as outlined in the email from Ray Garcia. Their 
work is present in the budget and noted in the Budget narrative as well.  
See attached CCC Compliance - Email  

 
5. Authorization or Resolution to Apply 
SFC Board Resolution  
See attached 

 
Documents Required of Nonprofit Applicants 
Articles of Incorporation 
IRS Letter  
Signed Bylaws 
See attached 

 
6. Narrative Descriptions 
 
a. Detailed Project  
 
The Clarks Valley Wildfire Reduction Project will occur on Clarks Valley Conservation 
Easement, an 833 acre mixed conifer and mountain meadow range and timber land property 
owned and managed by Al and Carliene Anderson, since 1989. Located in Jerseydale, a 
mountain community in eastern Mariposa County, the property is home to nesting Great Grey 
Owls, Snow Creek, and critical mountain meadow habitat. The Andersons have worked with 
Sierra Foothill Conservancy (SFC) since 2003 when they donated a conservation easement on 
the Clarks Valley ranch to protect the conservation values in perpetuity. In 2007 they added 
additional land funded by Wildlife Conservation Board. Since then Al Anderson, an exceptional 
forestland steward, has completed on average $30,000/year in forest management to maintain 
forest health and reduce fire hazard.  
However in 2013, after a year of drought, Clarks Valley was devastated in the Carsten’s Fire and 
lost 120 acres of critical forest habitat. The fire began on USFS land, which surrounds the 
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northern portion of Clarks Valley and consumed over 1,700 acres in 10 days. As a direct result of 
Al’s tremendous long term stewardship, the fire was contained on his land, thus preventing fire 
from spreading to any other private land and saving the community of Jerserydale. The lack of 
ladder fuels brought the Carstens Fire to the ground and both USFS and CAL FIRE crews 
stationed at Clarks Valley have stated that without Al’s management, the fire would have 
proceeded through Jerseydale and beyond.  
Post fire Al, SFC, NRCS and Point Blue collaborated to implement erosion control, 
reforestation, avian and vegetation monitoring . However, the spread of Bark Beetle has since 
ravaged the property. Over 2013, 2014 and 2015 Al has lost almost half of his forest, mainly 
Ponderosa Pines to Bark Beetle and the other conifers to drought, creating a new hazard. The 
goal of the Clarks Valley Wildfire Reduction Project is to address the conifer mortality that has 
devastated the property and fortify this strategic WUI (Wildland Urban Interface) zone.  
SFC, Al and his Registered Professional Forester (RPF) have strategically chosen a 175 acre 
project area in which to remove mature dead standing conifers. This project area expands upon 
the 350 acres of work (or over 2 million board feet of timber) that Al has removed in the last 3 
years. This effort has been funded by Al, NRCS and CAL FIRE including reforestation of 20,000 
seedlings planted since 2013. In order to preserve the remaining healthy conifers, protect the 
young seedlings, fortify the critical buffer between USFS land and our mountain communities, it 
is crucial to expand the area of work for the Clarks Valley Wildfire Reduction Project. In 
working with NRCS Al has also taken the opportunity to participate in the Rangeland Watershed 
Initiative Program (RWI) implemented by Point Blue. This program has occurred on Al’s land 
for the last 2 years and has accumulated pre project data on vegetation avian species. 
Continuation of RWI will monitor post fuels modification to provide data on the impacts of fuels 
management work. 
The project will greatly benefit the public by continuing to provide this critical buffer between 
private and public land, protecting water quality of the Snow Creek, Chowchilla River and 
Merced River watersheds, reducing canopy and transvaporation to provide greater snow 
collection and increase ground water absorption. Additionally, this project provides for the 
restoration of important ecosystems, including meadow and endangered Great Grey Owl habitat 
as well as implementing the goals of the State Water Action Plan by managing the headwaters of 
two watersheds for multiple benefits, such as enhanced streamflow.  
The management and conservation of forest and watersheds are key to our local Yosemite 
Mariposa IRWMP goals and also aligns with the Mariposa County General Plan, Goal 11-4: 
conserve and enhance ecosystems, protect and mitigate impacts on nesting areas and critical 
habitat, like that of the Great Grey Owl found on the property. The Clarks Valley Wildfire 
Reduction Project meets multiple SNC and WIP goals; protecting and restoring the regions 
cultural, historical and living resources and working landscapes, as well as reducing the risk of 
wildfire while protecting air and water quality. This project has already provided at least seven 
(7) seasonal jobs and is continuing to assist the regional economy. 
The Clarks Valley Wildfire Reduction Project will contribute to the next phase of recovery from 
the Carsten’s Fire and build upon CAL FIRE, NRCS and Point Blue efforts. In 2016, continued 
beetle mortality is evident.  SNC’s investment in this 175 acre project will remove dead, dying, 
and infested timber in order to achieve fire hazard reduction, protect USFS land and the Town of 
Jerseydale, increase water quality and enhance streamflow, snowpack and the regional economy.  
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b. Workplan and Schedule Narrative  
DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLES TIMELINE 
Record Final Grant Agreement July 1, 2016 
Pre Project Site Visit and Documentation July 15, 2016 
Schedule Contractors and Finalize Contracts   July 30, 2016 
Habitat Tree Assessment August 2016 
Contractor Mobilization September 1, 2016 
Harvest dead, dying, insect-infested trees September – December 30, 2016 
Log Disposal August – December 2016 
Slash Disposal Chip and Haul Method September – December 2016 
Slash Disposal Burning Method November 15, 2016 – end of Burn Season 
Implementation Site Visit  October 2016 
6 month progress report December 2016 
Work can be done if in Drought January – February 1, 2017 
Point Blue NRCS Avian & Veg Monitoring May – June 2017 
Educational Tour May – June 2017 
Contractor Mobilization September 2017 
Harvest dead, dying, insect-infested trees September – December 2017 
Log Disposal September – December 2017 
Slash Disposal Chip and Haul Method September – December 2017 
Point Blue NRCS Avian & Veg Monitoring September- December 2017 
Implementation Site Visit October 2017 
Slash Disposal Burn Method November 2016 - January 1, 2018 
Post Implementation Site Visit January 2018 
Final Progress Report January 2018 

 
The Clarks Valley Wildfire Reduction Plan ongoing since 2013 has been meticulously 

implemented by landowner Al Anderson. For this phase of the project, a 175 acre area has been 
delineated and a company of licensed timber operators along with their respective crews and 
equipment will systematically remove dead and dying conifers. Specific practices of the project 
are to: assess habitat trees (specifically nesting for Great grey owls) with RPF, Point Blue and 
landowner, those trees that meet the requirements for both habitat and infestation will remain, 
harvest dead, dying, and insect-infested trees; treat resultant slash through biomass chipping or 
piling for burning; deliver logs to Mariposa County deck locations for disposal; burn any slash 
piles/log decks for disposal. Work performed by RETS Timber, Inc. a timber harvest contractor, 
will include the falling, skidding, loading and trucking of the timber, slash would be chipped and 
shipped and any and all slash that wasn’t chipped would be raked, piled and either chipped or 
burned. Manpower and equipment to accomplish this includes approximately: 2 timber fallers; 2 
skidders; 1 loader; 1 water truck; 1 landing man; 1 portable chipper; and necessary log trucks. A 
Registered Professional Forester shall provide consultation during the process. A Licensed 
Timber Operator shall perform the tree removal work.  
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SFC will monitor the 175 acre area to ensure compliance with scope of work, permits and 
to collect data for performance measures. CAL FIRE and NRCS will monitor their respective 
areas, and Point Blue Conservation Science will conduct twice yearly avian and vegetative 
surveys on the entire property. All of the data will be analyzed by SFC and the landowner to 
understand the pre- and post- project implementation effects on wildlife, natural resources will 
inform the ongoing management of Clarks Valley. This information will be shared in the Final 
Grant Report.  

SFC has planned two educational field trips per year as part of our regional Hike and 
Classes Program for 2016-2017. Public participants will be lead by SFC to the project site in 
order to visually demonstrate and educate on the importance of forest management and 
collaboration for public benefit.  

Due to current lumber values and readily available log supplies within the region, it is 
anticipated that harvested trees will not have any positive economic value or purchaser 
destinations in 2016.Thus grant funding is crucial to the completion of The Clarks Valley 
Wildfire Reduction Project.  

SFC is familiar with SNC grant reporting and will be in charge of completing and 
submitting all progress reports and grant invoices, with input and assistance from the landowner 
and partners.  
 
c. Restrictions, Technical/Environmental Documents and Agreements Narrative  

The Clarks Valley Wildfire Reduction Project will take place on the Clarks Valley 
Conservation Easement. SFC, a regional non-profit land trust holds the conservation easement on 
this 813 acre private property. In 2003, landowner Mr. and Mrs. Anderson donated a 
conservation easement on a 733 acre portion of his property and in 2007 SFC received funding to 
purchase a conservation easement on the remainder of the property, with funding from the 
Wildlife Conservation Board.  Collectively these two conservation easement deeds restrict the 
uses of the property to timber, ranching, recreation and education. Development rights, 
subdivision, commercial/industrial uses (besides timber and ranching activities) are prohibited. 
Hence the property and project will be conserved in perpetuity. Additionally SFC's annual 
monitoring of the Conservation Easement and compliance with these uses will ensure that the 
work completed through NRCS, SNC and other funds is consistent with the Non Industrial 
Timber Management Plan. Therefore there are no restrictions or agreements that will or could 
affect an SNC Grant.  
 
Regulatory Requirements/Permits:  

Permits in place: NTMP #4-04-NTMP-001/MAR has been approved for Clarks Valley 
since June 1, 2004. The Nonindustrial Timber Management Plan does not expire and guides the 
management of the property into the future. A Notice of Emergency Timber Operations 
facilitated timber operations to address insect mortality in 2015 through April 26, 2016. A 
Drought Mortality Exemption was submitted on February 25, 2016 to facilitate timber operations 
to address insect mortality through February, 2017. If necessary an extension or a new 1038 K 
can be requested at any time to ensure that all work is completed under grant agreement timeline. 
 
d. Organizational Capacity Narrative:  

This grant will be administered by Sierra Foothill Conservancy (SFC), a 501(c)3 regional 
land trust. Established in 1996, SFC has protected more than 26,000 acres of land in the Central 
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Sierra. SFC staff is experienced in grant management, and manages a $700,000 annual budget, 
which includes multiple state, federal, and private grants. SFC has been awarded multiple grants, 
ranging from $1,000 to more than one million.  Funded grants have been for SFC’s education, 
stewardship and conservation projects as well as organizational capacity building. Currently SFC 
is in the process of implementing a $900,000 meadow restoration project. With 50% of funding 
from CDFW, 40% from Natural Resources Agency and the remainder from American Rivers and 
private foundations.  SFC has received multiple project grants from Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
(SNC) all of which have been implemented successfully. SFC has implemented and participated 
in numerous vegetation management projects including the current SNC funded Stockton Creek 
Vegetation Management Project. 

Bridget Fithian, Executive Director has been with SFC for eight years and has extensive 
grant management experience. She has worked closely with conservation easement landowner Al 
Anderson, in her many years here. She will be the landowner’s main contact and will manage the 
relationship between the landowner, SFC and SNC. 

Gary Miltimore, Stewardship Manager and past North Bay Conservation Corps. Director 
of Natural Resource was also a former board member of Fire Safe Marin. He has over a decade 
of on the ground project implementation experience, specifically in fuels reduction, trail work 
and vegetation management, and he will share the lead on this project. Gary already performs 
SFC’s annual conservation easement monitoring, so he is familiar with the Clarks Valley 
Conservation Easement and its conservation values. He will oversee monitoring of the project as 
well as development of progress reports.  

Lauren Hubert Conservation Project Manager for SFC, has spent the last two years, 
managing two restoration grants, a $900,000 grant funded meadow restoration as well as 
$139,000 vegetation management grant from SNC. Lauren will be tracking timeline, budget and 
implementation of the project. Additionally she will write progress reports, assist in outreach and 
education events and facilitate the partnership relationships with Point Blue Conservation 
Science and NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation Service). 

SFC’s Program Assistant will be implementing the education and outreach, whether it is 
events, social media, articles or materials. This position will also conduct monitoring and assist 
in writing progress reports as well as documenting site activity through regular visits and 
monitoring in order to assess project success and site condition.  

The project will be completed on SFC's Clarks Valley Conservation Easement, 
established in 2007 by landowner Al Anderson., with a combination of public and private 
investment. Al Anderson is a dedicated and innovative steward of his land, and has spent an 
average of $30,000/year of his own funds over the past 24 years to manage, restore and protect 
his forest. In the last three years extreme drought conditions have increased this figure to over 
$300,000/year, leveraged by funding from CFIP contracts NRCS EQIP contracts. RETS Timber, 
Inc. a timber harvest contractor will include the falling, skidding, loading and trucking of the 
timber, chipping and shipping of slash as well as piling and burning of leftover slash. Al 
Anderson has worked with RETS Timber, Inc. for many years on the Clarks Valley Conservation 
Easement. As a result, the company is familiar with the land, the devastation and with the 
property’s Nonindustrial Timber Management Plan.  

The Clarks Valley Wildfire Reduction Project will be leveraged by cost share contracts 
from Natural Resources Conservation Service Environmental Quality Incentives Program, CAL 
FIRE CFIP and in-kind contributions from Point Blue on pre- and post- avian and vegetative 
monitoring.  
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e. Cooperation and Community Support Narrative  
The Clarks Valley Wildfire Reduction Project will build upon the investments that local, 

State, private and Federal entities have made in this critical landscape. Through competitive 
programs Cal Fire, the Wildlife Conservation Board, Point Blue Conservation Science and 
Natural Resource Conservation Service, have all selected Clarks Valley for support, made 
monetary and inkind investments and are supportive if this next phase of recovery.  

The project also helps to implement the goals of planning efforts of State, local 
government and private sector entities including the following: 1) Support of the Mariposa 
County General Plan goals: 10.1.01 Preserve Agricultural Lands; 11-4: Conserve and enhance 
the ecosystems: protecting and mitigating the impacts on significant and sensitive habitat 
including wildlife migration corridors; breeding and nesting areas; known occurrences of special 
status species, and; significant and sensitive plan communities; 11-2c: Preserve the existing or 
potential sources of sustainable water supply.  2) Meet the goals of the Mariposa-Yosemite 
IRWMP to manage and conserve forest, watershed, and range lands for enhancement of water 
supply. Meadow preservation & restoration is specifically identified in the Mariposa-Yosemite 
IRWMP 3) California Department of Fish & Wildlife (DFW) conducted Great Grey Owl surveys 
on the Anderson’s Clarks Valley property in the early 2000’s and has identified Clark’s Valley 
and the Jerseydale Meadow complex, which is still intact in large ranches, as an area to submit 
for a new CAPP (Conceptual Area Protection Plan). 4) The project is supported by and 
implements the Central Sierra Partnership goal to enhance management practices in the Central 
Sierra by reducing catastrophic wildfire. 5) Yosemite Area Audubon Society conducts tours on 
the property and supports prevention of loss and restoration of the owl habitat which this project 
provides. 6) Mariposa County Supervisor Rosemarie Smallcomb who represents the district in 
which the project resides supports the project and has provided a letter of support. In discussion 
with Ms. Smallcomb we intent to build additional phases of the project and seek to engage 
additional landowners. 7) The project supports the Mariposa Biomass Project goals which has 
provided a letter of support and will be developing additional projects with Sierra Foothill 
Conservancy. 8) The property has been selected for enrollment in Point Blue Conservation 
Sciences’ Rangeland Watershed Initiative for the last two years and will continue to be enrolled 
for the next several years. This program selected properties with high conservation values to 
monitor and provide management guidance informed by the monitoring findings. We have this 
unique advantage to compare pre and post project monitoring conducted by Point Blue biologists 
at no cost to the SNC grant.  
Clarks Valley is already conserved in perpetuity by SFC’s conservation easement, so the SNC 
can be assured that their investment will be lasting and protected. 
 
Letters of Support submitted with our application include: 
Mariposa County Supervisor Rosemarie Smallcomb 
Mariposa Biomass Project CEO Jay Johnson  
Gaia Foundation President Gary Morris 
Central Sierra Partnership Coordinator Sahara Saude-Bigelow 
See attached 
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f. Tribal Consultation Narrative  
The CALFIRE Tribal Contact List for Mariposa County has been periodically contacted 

in association with Timber Operations and CFIP projects on the Clarks Valley property. The 
contacts have not expressed any concerns with ground disturbing practices. If awarded this grant, 
the CALFIRE Tribal Contact List for Mariposa County shall be sent written notification with 
maps and the request to provide information and comments. 
 
g. Long-Term Management and Sustainability Narrative 
 

Al Anderson completed a Nonindustrial Timber Management Plan with a Registered 
Professional Forester for the 733 acre portion of his property, APN 009-190-004. This NTMP 
was approved by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection in 2004. This 
document provides guidance on the harvesting, growth, regeneration and management of 
conifers. NTMP’s are specific to private properties and guide landowners like Al, who are not 
commercial operators, as well as enable them to manage these mature forestlands. The NTMP 
dictates spacing of trees, age for harvesting and the sate accepted standards for height, DBH and 
other details for harvest or removal.  

In addition to the NTMP, which focuses on commercial size timber, Mr. Anderson in his 
time with NRCS and Point Blue Conservation Science has developed diversified Conservation 
Plans that guide the management of multiple resources. For instance, reforestation, burn 
restoration, vegetation and grazing management, control of invasive species and erosion.  

Collectively these plans combine to ensure that all management activities that occur on 
Clarks Valley will be completed with overall conservation value in mind as well as in 
compliance with environmental law. Mr. Anderson has spent the last 24 years routinely 
managing his forestland and the last three years implementing the Clarks Valley Wildfire 
Reduction Project. As a landowner, Mr. Anderson and SFC as the Conservation Easement 
Holder, plan to continue to ensure that this stewardship continues in perpetuity guided by these 
plan and by SFC. As the Conservation Easement Holder SFC has the responsibility of 
monitoring Clarks Valley in perpetuity. We invite the SNC to join us on these annual monitoring 
visits to fulfill the request for access of 25 years. In this way the SNC will not only have the 
ability to monitor its investment but to explore the property and view the projects positive impact 
over time.  
 
h. Performance Measures 
Acres of Land Improved or Restored  
175 acre project area 
 

SNC will fund 175 acres of dead conifer removal, in doing so this will protect the 350 
acres of work already completed, the 28,000 seedlings planted as well as future work which 
includes additional planting, thinning, and habitat enhancement. The table below outlines those 
purposes specifically related to plans with ratings. However there are benefits that are more 
broadly related to state and local plans, like prevention of catastrophic fire through forest 
management to enhance water quality and quantity and forest management for productivity 
health and vigor. These are goals in our local Yosemite Mariposa IRWM as well the CA State 
Water Action Plan and in turn support SNC’s and SNC’s WIP goals.  
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SFC and Point Blue along with a Registered Professional Forester will be monitoring the 
site and measuring for acres, number and type of dead, dying or infested trees removed. This 
data collection will be provided to SNC in our progress reports. 

 

 
 
*Number and Type of Jobs Created  
Total of 14,480 hours of full time work for temporary workers. 

 
RETS Timber Inc. will maintain meticulous records of all personnel hired, hours worked, 

and type of work directly related to the Clarks Valley Wildfire Reduction Project. At this point 
we have estimated that there will be approximately 13 temporary jobs created in the course of 
implementing the Clarks Valley Wildfire Reduction Project.  
Below is a list of the estimated number of workers (not including CCC). The positions listed 
below will last for 13 week in 2016 and again for 13 weeks in 2017 (for a total of 26 weeks), 
each of these positions will be full time or 40 hours a week. This will create 13,520 man hours 
total or 1,040 hours per position for the life of the grant agreement.  
 
1 manager RETS Timber Inc. 
2 timber fallers 
2 skidders 
1 loader 
1 water truck driver 
1 landing man 
1 portable chipper;  
2 logging trucks.  
1 RPF 
1Licensed Timber Operator  
 

In regards to the CCC hours, their work will temporarily employ a crew of 12. The CCC 
will perform work in their traditional spike week style, 10hr/4day week for two weeks, or 80 
hours of work. This results in 960 total man hours or 80 hours per crew member.  
 
12 CCC Crew 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acres 
treated  

Site importance or priority 
rating  

Source of prioritization or 
importance rating  

Purpose  

175 Very High rating CAL FIRE Fire Hazard 
Severity Zone Map 

Fire Hazard 
Reduction 

175 Great grey owl nesting and 
forage habitat 

California Wildlife Habitat 
Relationships System 

Habitat 
protection 
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*Number and Value of New, Improved or Preserved Economic Activities 
 
 The Clarks Valley Wildfire Reduction Project will preserve two of Mariposa County’s 
most critical economic activities, beef and timber. The project will prevent catastrophic fire from 
burning the meadow and grassland understory at a temperature that is unhealthy and could cause 
the soil to burn. The property is currently grazed by beef cattle and the landowner receives about 
$3,000 of revenue annually from a leasee. The leasee for instance if running 30 AUM’s, could 
produce 30 calves annually and at market these could bring anywhere from $600-$800 a head. 
Through this project the grassland and meadow are protected from fire and the utilization of the 
property for beef is estimated to bring $18,000 to $24,000 annually.  
 In regards to timber operations, the Clarks Valley Wildfire Reduction Project will protect 
the thousands of seedlings Al Anderson has planted over the last 3 years. Currently there are 
28,000 seedlings and after performing thinning dictated by the Nonindustrial Timber Harvest 
Plan, we estimated that by the time these tree reach mature harvestable size there will 
approximately 10,000. The value of these 10,000 trees in a normal market is approximately 3.6 
million for what we estimate to be 8 million board feet of timber.  
 Hence protecting those seedlings along with remaining healthy conifers can preserve the 
timber activities on the Clarks Valley Conservation Easement, in turn supporting the 
landowner’s management and the local economy.  
 
*Number of People Reached  
 The project will reach approximately 12,000 people. 
  

SFC will publish three articles announcing the project’s success with SNC Prop 1funding  
Mariposa Gazette (which circulates papers ~ 5,000), Sierra Sun Times (circulation~ 2,500)  and 
in our newsletter The Foothill Advocate which is distributed to our entire membership of over 
1,100 members. We will promote the project on social media including our Facebook Page 
(2,000 followers) Website (circulation ~1300). Tours and guided hikes of Clark’s Valley are 
conducted twice a year reaching 35-50 people annually. SFC will report the number and make-
up of attendees tours related to the Clark’s Valley Wildlfire Reduction Project.  
We also hope to complete a follow up segment with Amy Quinton & Capitol Public Radio to our 
2015 segment on the Pine Bark Beetle devastation at Clark’s Valley which would reach a very 
wide Northern California listenership.   
 SFC will track these numbers based on statistics from number of people reached in each 
of these various platforms for outreach. At our six month progress report these figures will be 
collected by the education outreach and adminisrative staff through our data management system 
and though numbers tracked by Facebook.  
 
*Resources Leveraged for the Sierra Nevada  
Total funds leveraged: $198,855 
 

SFC and Al Anderson have worked collaboratively to leverage his conservation in 
stewardship efforts since the recording of the Clarks Valley Conservation Easement in 2003. 
Over the years SFC has introduced Al to NRCS, RCD and most recently the NRCS Point Blue 
Rangeland Watershed Initiative Program. Al has taken the initiative work with CAL FIRE on 
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multiple CFIP projects and in the last three years has ramped up his involvement with both 
agencies.  
 
Matching Fund Sources Description Amount 
NRCS EQIP Contract $23,602 
Landowner Al Anderson EQIP Cost Share  $23,602 
Landowner Al Anderson Individual Contribution $20,000 
CAL FIRE CFIP Contract $77,111 
Landowner Al Anderson CFIP Cost Share  $34,000 
Point Blue Conservation Science In Kind $18,540 
TOTAL  $196,855 
 

The matching funds from NRCS and CAL FIRE will be tracked by Al and by the 
respective agencies. Additionally Al will track his own financial contributions in match and 
report on these and his matches to SFC at the time of our progress reports to SNC. Point Blue 
will track it’s in kind hours as related to the project and at the request of SFC will submit them 
for our use in tracking of leveraged funds. SFC will collect these figures and the work 
accomplished and share progress and the project develops and moves through implementation.  
 Additionally SFC through its database management system will track all volunteer hours 
related to the project, mostly likely these will pertain to the educational tours as well as outreach 
efforts. These hour will be reported upon in progress reports to SNC as well. 
 
Reporting: Please provide the following information to SNC:  
a. Funds from other sources – Provide a table of funds directly contributed toward the 

project, not including SNC grant money. Each source should be identified separately. 
 

Matching Fund Sources Description Amount 
NRCS EQIP Contract $23,602 
Landowner Al Anderson EQIP Cost Share  $23,602 
Landowner Al Anderson Individual Contribution $20,000 
CAL FIRE CFIP Contract $77,111 
Landowner Al Anderson CFIP Cost Share  $34,000 
Point Blue Conservation Science In Kind $18,540 
TOTAL  $196,855 
 
      
b. Volunteer Hours – Provide information about number of volunteers and hours worked.  
 During our educational tours of the project site as part of our Hikes and Classes program, 
SFC will also have two volunteers that contribute to the event development, photograph the site 
for materials and public relations preparation as well as assist the tours on the property. We 
estimate approximately 40 hours of volunteer time over the course of the project timeline.  
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c. Major In-kind Contributions – Provide information on any major in-kind 
contributions, including a description, an estimate of the value, and an explanation of 
how you calculated the value.                                                                                                      

Point Blue Conservation Science began their partnership with NRCS in 2012. Point Blue 
provides selected NRCS field offices with Partner Biologists that work collaboratively with 
NRCS participants in building comprehensive conservation plans and providing critical data, via 
bi-annual monitoring visits. In our prior experience working with Point Blue and utilizing them 
as a partner in several of our funded grants, including those from CDFW and DOC, $18,540 is a 
portion of an individual partner biologists annual time in the field and in the office to work at a 
comprehensive planning and monitoring level with partnering landowners.  
 
Al Anderson has over the past 24 years funded his own forest management on an average of 
$30,000/year. That was until drought, fire and beetle devastated his property. He has invested 
almost $300,000/year over the past three (3) years to systematically manage and confront this 
emergency. However, The Anderson’s need further support and partner collaborations to 
continue the dedicated stewardship, recovery and restoration effort that serves our community, 
watershed and natural habitat. With the combination of the match funders above and SNC funds, 
Mr. Anderson still expects to personally contribute $20,000 to the SNC portion of the Clarks 
Valley Wildfire Reduction Project.  
 
7. Budget Narrative 
 
SECTION ONE 
DIRECT COSTS 
Project Management Costs 

Executive Director ($3,040). The Executive Director will act as the primary Landowner liaison 
for project management. We anticipate 40 hours of time at a rate of $76 per hour. 
 
Conservation Project Manager ($1,520). The Conservation Project Manager will directly work 
with the Landowner on project management as it relates to the grant and its reporting 
requirements. We anticipate 20 hours of time at a rate of $38 per hour. 
 
Program Assistant ($1,600). The Program Assistant will be the clerical and operational assistant 
to the above listed staff for project management, implementation and reporting. 
 
Travel ($97.20). The project site is a 30 mile round trip from the Sierra Foothill Conservancy 
Mariposa Office. Charging the IRS 2016 standard mileage rate of .54 per mile with the estimate 
of sic (6) trips (180 miles total) for staff to perform the above listed roles. 
 
Site Restoration Work Costs  
RETS Timber, Inc. ($328,125). Work performed by RETS Timber, Inc. a timber harvest 
contractor will include the falling, skidding, loading and trucking of the timber, slash would be 
chipped and shipped and any and all slash that wasn’t chipped would be raked, piled and either 
chipped or burnt as outlined in the Work Plan. 
 



Clarks Valley Wildfire Reduction Project 
 

Sierra Foothill Conservancy 
SNC Prop 1 Grant Application 

California Conservation Corps. ($23,676). CCC from the Stockton satellite office lead by Ray 
Garcia will bring in a crew of approximately a dozen members for an 8 day spike rotation. This 
includes $19,200 in wages, $1,200 in food $400 in travel and $1,676 in overtime with additional 
fee of $1,200 for a chipper. 
 
SECTION TWO 
PARTIAL INDIRECT COSTS 
Monitoring 

Stewardship Manager($1,280). The Stewardship Manager will train the Program Assistant to 
monitor the site. We anticipate 32 hours of time at a rate of $40 per hour. 
 
Program Assistant ($1,440). The Program Assistant will perform monitoring and issue reports as 
indicated in the Work Plan. We plan to monitor the site during each Phase before, during and 
after implementation. We anticipate 72 hours of time at a rate of $20 per hour. 
 
Travel ($97.20). The project site is a 30 mile round trip from the Sierra Foothill Conservancy 
Mariposa Office. Charging the IRS 2016 standard mileage rate of .54 per mile with the estimate 
of six (6) trips (180 miles total) for staff to perform the above listed roles. 
 
Publications, printing, Public Relations 

Newsletter, ENewsletter, Registration Database, Flyers ($1,000). To provide to the public 
educational information about the project, its goals and expected outcomes we plan to include 
articles related to this project in our quarterly Newsletter the Foothill Advocate twice in the 
project period, as well as four (4) times throughout the project period in our E-Newsletter. The 
Registration Database will be used for participant registration to the hikes of the property to 
education the community about the project and its goals and expected outcomes. This also 
allocates funds for an information flyer to be used at our general Organization events about the 
project and its goals and expected outcomes. 
 
Program Assistant ($640). The Program Assistant will be responsible for planning up to four (4) 
hikes during the project period for participants to tour the site during different phases of the 
operations. The last hike planned is expected to take place near the end of the project period to 
help the community understand the impact of the project. The Program Assistant will also be 
responsible for designing the materials and articles for Publication and Public Relations. We 
anticipate 32 hours of time at a rate of $20 per hour. 
 
Travel ($32.40). The project site is a 30 mile round trip from the Sierra Foothill Conservancy 
Mariposa Office. Charging the IRS 2016 standard mileage rate of .54 per mile with the estimate 
of four (4) trips (60 miles total) for staff to perform the above listed roles. 
 
Reporting, Perf Measures, Invoice Billings 
Operations and Finance Director ($1,296). The Operations and Finance Director is responsible 
for overall operations and grant management for this grant and project. We anticipate 24 hours of 
time at a rate of $54 per hour. 
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Bookkeeper ($816). The Bookkeeper will be responsible for direct invoicing and billing for the 
grant and project. We anticipate 24 hours of time at a rate of $34 per hour. 
 
SECTION THREE 
Administrative Costs  
Overhead and Support Costs ($51,153.57) 
 
This allocation covers all shared expenses by the Organization as it relates to operational 
function and Organization capacity to develop and implement programs. These expenses include 
insurance, dues, rents and building maintenance costs, utilities, office supplies and professional 
fees required for federal, state and local compliance. 
 
SECTION FOUR 
Other Project Contributions 
 
Natural Resources Conservation Service EQIP ($23,602) 
 
NRCS EQIP Landowner Cost Share ($23,602) 
 
Landowner Individual Contribution ($20,000) 
 
CAL FIRE CFIP ($77,111) 
 
CAL FIRE CFIP Landowner Cost Share ($34,000) 
 
Point Blue ($15,360) 
 
 
8. Supplementary Documents Appendix F. DONE 
a. Environmental Documents 
Permits in place: NTMP #4-04-NTMP-001/MAR has been approved for Clarks Valley since 
June 1, 2004. The Nonindustrial Timber Management Plan does not expire and guides the 
management of the property into the future. A Notice of Emergency Timber Operations 
facilitated timber operations to address insect mortality in 2015 will expire on April 26, 2016. A 
Drought Mortality Exemption was submitted on February 25, 2016 to facilitate timber operations 
to address insect mortality through February, 2017. If necessary an extension or a new 1038 K 
can be requested at any time to ensure that all work is completed under grant agreement timeline. 
Please see NTMP, and 1038 K, attached. 
 
b. Maps and Photos 
 
Project Location Map 
 
Parcel Map with County Assessor’s Parcel Number(s)  
 
Topographic Map 
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Photos of the Project Site  
 
See attached (all of the above) 

 
 
d. Additional Submission Requirements for Site Improvement/Restoration Project 
Applications only 
Land Tenure Documents  
The Clarks Valley Wildfire Reduction Project will take place on the Clarks Valley Conservation 
Easement. SFC, a regional non-profit land trust holds the conservation easement on this 813 acre 
private property. In 2003, landowner Al Anderson donated a conservation easement on a 733 
acre portion of his property and in 2007 SFC received funding to purchase a conservation 
easement on the remainder of the property, with funding from the Wildlife Conservation Board.  
Collectively these two conservation easement deeds restrict the uses of the property to timber, 
ranching, recreation and education. Development rights, subdivision, commercial/industrial uses 
(besides timber and ranching activities) are prohibited. Hence the property and project will be 
conserved in perpetuity. Additionally SFC's annual monitoring of the Conservation Easement 
and compliance with these uses will ensure that the work completed through NRCS, SNC and 
other funds is consistent with the Non Industrial Timber Management Plan. 
 
See attached Conservation Easement Deeds 
 
Site Plan Map 
175 acres or 7,623,000 square feet 
See attached 

 
Leases or Agreements  
There are no leases or agreements on the property where the project will occur, nor is there any 
foreseeable lease or agreements that would affect this project.  
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Letters of Support 

 

 

• Mariposa County Board of Supervisors 
• The Mariposa Biomass Project 
• The Gaia Foundation 
• The Central Sierra San Joaquin Valley Partnership 

















SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY
SNC Watershed Improvement Program - DETAILED BUDGET FORM

Project Name:  Clarks Valley Wildfire Reduction Project
Applicant: Sierra Foothill Conservancy

SECTION ONE 2016 2017
DIRECT COSTS Year One Year Two Total
Project Management Costs
Executive Director 1,520.00$                                       1,520.00$                         3,040.00$                     
Conservation Project Manager 760.00$                                          760.00$                             1,520.00$                     
Program Assistant 800.00$                                          800.00$                             1,600.00$                     
Travel 48.60$                                             48.60$                               97.20$                           
Site Restoration Work Costs
RETS, INC 164,062.50$                                  164,062.50$                     328,125.00$                
Calfornia Conservation Crops. 23,676.00$                       23,676.00$                   
DIRECT COSTS SUBTOTAL: 167,191.10$                                  190,867.10$                     358,058.20$                

SECTION TWO
PARTIAL INDIRECT COSTS Year One Year Two Total
Monitoring
Stewardship Manager 640.00$                                          640.00$                             1,280.00$                     
Program Assistant 720.00$                                          720.00$                             1,440.00$                     
Travel 48.60$                                             48.60$                               97.20$                           
Publications, Printing, Public Relations
Newsletter, E-Newsletter, Registration Database, Flyer 500.00$                                          500.00$                             1,000.00$                     
Program Assistant - Hike & Education Lead 320.00$                                          320.00$                             640.00$                        
Travel 16.20$                                             16.20$                               32.40$                           
Reporting, Perf Measures, Invoice Billings
Operations and Finance Director 648.00$                                          648.00$                             1,296.00$                     
Bookeeper 408.00$                                          408.00$                             816.00$                        
INDIRECT COSTS SUBTOTAL: 1,408.60$                                       1,408.60$                         6,601.60$                     
PROJECT TOTAL: 168,599.70$                                  192,275.70$                     364,659.80$                

SECTION THREE
Administrative Costs    (Costs may not exceed 15% of the above listed Project costs) : Total
*Organization operating/overhead costs
Overhead and Support Costs 27,349.49$                                    27,349.49$                       54,698.97$                   
ADMINISTRATIVE TOTAL: 27,349.49$                                    27,349.49$                       54,698.97$                   
SNC TOTAL GRANT REQUEST: 195,949.19$                                  219,625.19$                     419,358.77$                

SECTION FOUR
OTHER PROJECT CONTRIBUTIONS Year One Year Two Total
List other funding or in-kind contibutors to project (i.e. Sierra Business Council, Department of Water Resources, etc.)
Natural Resources Conservation Service EQIP 23,602.00$                                    23,602.00$                   
NRCS EQIP Landowner Cost Share 23,602.00$                                    23,602.00$                   
Landowner Individual Contribution 10,000.00$                                    10,000.00$                       20,000.00$                   
CAL FIRE CFIP 77,111.00$                                    77,111.00$                   
CAL FIRE CFIP Landowner Cost Share 34,000.00$                                    34,000.00$                   
Point Blue 7,680.00$                                       7,680.00$                         15,360.00$                   
Total Other Contributions: 175,995.00$                                  17,680.00$                       193,675.00$                Total Project Cost 613,033.77$  

NOTE: The categories listed on this form are examples and may or may not be an expense related to the project. Rows may be added or deleted on the form as needed. Applicants should contact the SNC if questions arise. 
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