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SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY 
PROPOSITION 1 – Watershed Improvement Program Project Information Form 

SNC REFERENCE # 

PROJECT NAME 

APPLICANT NAME (Legal name, address, and zip code) 

AMOUNT OF GRANT REQUEST 
TOTAL PROJECT COST 
PROJECT LOCATION (County with approx. lat/long, center of project area) 

SENATE DISTRICT NUMBER ASSEMBLY DISTRICT NUMBER 

PERSON WITH MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITY FOR GRANT CONTRACT 
 Name and title                                              Phone     Email Address    

 Mr. 

 Ms. 
TRIBAL CONTACT(S) INFORMATION 
Name:          Phone Number: 

Email address: 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR OR PLANNING DIRECTOR CONTACT INFORMATION 
Name:                                                                                                   Phone Number: 

Email address: 
NEAREST PUBLIC WATER AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 
Name:          Phone Number: 

Email address: 

Butte Forest Thin - Doe Mill Ridge Watershed Project

Sacramento River Watershed Program
PO Box 9233 
Chico, CA 95926

 $494,697

 $685,547

Butte County
MDM T24N R3E S27.35
Sterling City and Cohasset, CA

4 1 and 3

Holly Jorgensen 530/781-2220 holly@sacriver.org

■

Kyle McHenry 530/899-8932

kmac31@gmail.com

Paul Hahn, Butte County CAO 530/538-7631

phahn@buttecounty.net

Paul Gosselin, Director 530/538-4343

pgosselin@buttecounty.net



Please identify the appropriate project category below and provide the associated 
details (Choose One) 

 Category One Site Improvement                  Category Two Pre-Project Activities     
 Category One Acquisition  

Site Improvement/ Acquisition Project 
Area (for Category One Projects Only)

Total Acres:  
SNC Portion (if different): 

Acquisition Projects Only For 
Acquisitions Only 

 Appraisal Included 

Select one deliverable (for 
Category Two Projects Only)

 Permit 
 CEQA/NEPA Compliance        
 Appraisal     
 Condition Assessment      
 Biological Survey 
 Environmental Site Assessment 
 Plan  

■

200



Prop 1

Prop1 Community Corps to Mike Feb 22

Hello Mike,

Thank you for contacting the Local Conservation Corps. Unfortunately, we are unable to participate in this project. Please include this
email with your application as proof that you reached out to the Local Conservation Corps.

Thank you,

Dominique

…

                                      

                            California Association of Local  Conservation Corps

Proposition 1 – Water Bond

Consultation Review Document

 

Applicant has submitted the required information by email to the Local Conservation Corps (CALCC):

 ✓Yes (applicant has submitted all necessary information to CALCC)

 

After consulting with the project applicant, the CALCC has determined the following:

 ✓It is NOT feasible for CALCC to be used on the project (deemed compliant)

APPLICANT WILL INCLUDE THIS DOCUMENT AS PART OF THE PROJECT APPLICATION.

…



Prop 1@CCC to Mike, Prop, Holly, Naomi Feb 22

 

Keith Welch, the Conservation Supervisor at our CCC Chico location has responded to the partnership for your project: Butte Forest
Thin Project. CCC can assist with forest thinning, removal of cut vegetation, and pile burning.

 

Please include this email with your project application as proof that you reached out to the CCC. Feel free to contact Keith Welch at
 directly if you have project-specific questions and when your project receives funding.

 

Thanks,

 

Nick Martinez

Region II Analyst

California Conservation Corps

Office (916) 341‐3157

 

From: Mike Peevers [mailto: ]  
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 4:39 PM 
To: Prop 1@CCC < >

…

Cc: Holly Jorgensen < >; Naomi Tora < > 

Subject:

…

Hello Mike.

Keith.Welch@ccc.ca.gov

Nicholas.Martinez@ccc.ca.gov

mike@terrafuego.org

Prop1@CCC.CA.GOV

holly@sacriver.org naomi@firestormfire.com

mailto:Keith.Welch@ccc.ca.gov
mailto:Nicholas.Martinez@ccc.ca.gov
mailto:mike@terrafuego.org
mailto:Prop1@CCC.CA.GOV
mailto:holly@sacriver.org
mailto:naomi@firestormfire.com


 

 

 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  2016-01 
Adopted by the Sacramento River Watershed Program Board of Trustees 

 

Sierra Nevada Conservancy Sierra Nevada Watershed Improvement Program (WIP)  
  
A RESOLUTION that an application be made to the Sierra Nevada Conservancy to obtain a 
WIP Grant, and to enter into an agreement to receive a grant for the proposal entitled, “Butte 
Forest Thin – Doe Mill Ridge Watershed Project.” Holly Jorgensen, Executive Director, is hereby 
authorized and directed to prepare the necessary data, conduct investigations, file such 
application, and execute a grant agreement with Sierra Nevada Conservancy. 
 
Whereas, the Board authorizes Sacramento River Watershed Program to enter into and  submit 
a SNC WIP grant application; and  
 
Whereas, the Board certifies that funding from the Sierra Nevada Conservancy will not present 
a conflict of interest for the Board or any of its members; and  
 
Whereas, the Board certifies the Board Chair, to sign the Agreement, and any amendments 
thereto; and 
 
Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the Sacramento River Watershed Program Board of 
Trustees hereby adopts Resolution 2016-01 on February 25, 2016.    
 
ON A MOTION made by Trustee Robert Meacher, seconded by Trustee Dennis Heiman, the 
foregoing resolution was passed and adopted by the SRWP Board of Trustees this 25th day of 
February 2016, by the following vote, to wit: 
 
 
AYES:          6    

 
NOES:   0  
 
ABSTAIN: 1 
 
ABSENT: 4  
 
 
 
        
Approved by Chris Elliott, SRWP Board Chair 



 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Legislature and Governor of the State of California have provided Funds for the program 
shown above; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) has been delegated the responsibility for the 
administration of a portion of these funds through a local assistance grants program, establishing 
necessary procedures; and  
 
WHEREAS, said procedures established by the Sierra Nevada Conservancy require a resolution 
certifying the approval of application(s) by the Applicant’s governing board before submission of said 
application(s) to the SNC; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Applicant, if selected, will enter into an agreement with the SNC to carry out the project; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the Sacramento River Watershed Program (SRWP) has identified the Butte Forest Thin – 
Doe Mill Watershed Project as valuable toward meeting its mission and goals.  
 
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of the SRWP that this Board:  
 

 Approves the submittal of an application for the Butte Forest Thin – Doe Mill Watershed 
Project; and  
 

 Certifies that Applicant understands the assurances and certification requirements in the 
application; and 
 

 Certifies that Applicant or title holder will have sufficient funds to operate and maintain 
the resource(s) consistent with the long-term benefits described in support of the 
application; or will secure the resources to do so; and 
 

 Certifies that Applicant will comply with all legal requirements as determined during the 
application process; and  
 

 Appoints Holly Jorgensen, or designee, as agent to conduct all negotiations, execute 
and submit all documents, including but not limited to: applications, agreements, 
payment requests, and so on, which may be necessary for the completion of the 
aforementioned project(s).  

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Sacramento River Watershed program on the 25th day of 
February, 2016. 

 



 

 

SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY 
 
PROPOSITION 1 – Watershed Improvement Program  
 
PROJECT NAME: Butte Forest Thin – Doe Mill Ridge Watershed Project 
 
APPLICANT NAME: Sacramento River Watershed Program 
 
AMOUNT OF GRANT REQUEST: $494,697 
 
ESTIMATED TOTAL PROJECT COST: $685,547 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: (Limit 5,000 characters including spaces) 
California is a fire adapted environment. Fire adapted environments need managing to 
avoid the excessive fuels buildup that create mega-fires. Fire exclusion has created an 
unhealthy ecosystem which strains our ecological diversity, amplifies the effects of a 
changing climate, and creates an environment where significant and lasting change 
takes place through disease, insects and mega fire. The Sacramento River Watershed 
Program (SRWP) and the Terra Fuego Resource Foundation (Terra Fuego) are working 
in close partnership to develop the infrastructure, methodology and management 
practices to address the devastating impacts of drought and the need to significantly 
increase forest management efforts in the Sacramento River Watershed. The Butte 
Forest Thin – Doe Mill Ridge Watershed Project(Project) will use forest thinning and 
follow-up low intensity prescribed fire to treat 200 acres on public land administered by 
the Bureau of Land Management(BLM) and conduct pre- and post-monitoring to 
examine how pre-fire fuel reduction restoration treatments impact fire severity and 
improve forest health. 
  
There is an immense need for projects that minimize the risk of catastrophic fire, control 
and eradicate invasive species and restore habitat along with a strong desire to 
demonstrate the linkages between the landscape/management in upstream areas and 
impacts onthe downstream water availability, quality, and inundation. Recently, state 
and federal agencies and officials have formally acknowledged the need for periodic fire 
to reduce hazardous fuels and protect humans and the environment from extreme fires. 
This has led to the development of programs and initiatives focused on increasing 
the use of fire including the SNC's WIP, CalFire's declaration to return more prescribed 
fire to the landscape, and a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)between the US 
Forest Service, Sierra Forest Legacy and other partners including the SNC for the 
purpose of increasing the use of fire to meet ecological and other management 
objectives. This Project will help to garner support for the development of a community 
resiliency plan for the Butte Creek 



 

 

and Chico Creek watersheds and build confidence in using prescribed burns in 
future large-scale restoration projects. 
  
The Project area is located along Doe Mill Ridge situated between Little Chico Creek 
and Butte Creek in the Southern Sierra-Cascade Foothills and contains steep slopes 
and dense forested vegetation. The BLM property contains a mixture of dense Sierra 
Nevada mixed conifer forest, chaparral, and oak woodlands in an area that has not 
experienced a large fire in recorded history. Recent drought conditions have limited 
water availability and impacted surrounding vegetation and wildlife. The Lack of large 
wildland fires has lead to increased densities in trees and shrubs, and an accumulation 
of surface fuels. Evidence of bark beetle infestation is present in some areas of the 
Project area. 
  
Doe Mill Ridge is situated so that it captures some of the greatest precipitation in the 
region. However, dense vegetation limits the maximization of recharge due to 
interception and loss from vegetation and increases evapotranspirative loss. Snow 
accumulation is rapidly lost due to ablation related to crown density.  Despite this, the 
Project area contains several springs and seeps which feed into Little Chico and Butte 
Creek . In normal years many of these springs and seeps are perennial.  Waters from 
these springs and seeps along with shaded riverine habitat are a critical elements in 
regulating base flows and water temperature in the creeks, particularly for spring-run 
Chinook Salmon in summer. The CWP identifies fire risk as one of the key stressors to 
spring-run Chinook salmon and steelhead and states that long-term survival of 
spring-run Chinook salmon in Butte Creek  is unlikely under climate change 
projections resulting in higher risk of wildfire. 
  
Butte Creek transitions into a complex system of water supply diversions that provide 
surface supply for municipal and agricultural users. State planning priorities and 
recommendations included in the California Water Action Plan (CWP), SNC Strategic 
Plan and WIP, and CalFire's 2010 Assessment of California's Forests And Rangelands 
(Assessment) suggest that protecting and managing forests insource watersheds is 
essential to future strategies for providing sustainable supplies of clean water. The 
combined effects of forest thinning and fire treatments in the Project area will effectively 
reduce existing hazardous fuel loads, promote forest succession, and improve the 
overall quality and health of the remaining forest. If dense forests are not thinned and 
treated with low-intensity fire, the potential for future high severity wildfires to convert 
the area back to the beginning stages of forest succession (brush and young trees) 
would remain and continue to create a threat to California’s water supply and air quality 
resulting from a mega-fire. 
 
 
 



 

 

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT WORKPLAN AND SCHEDULE 
The Project extends from Garland Road south to Doe Mill Road to the southern end of 
Schott Road. See Roadsmap.pdf. This project will focus on BLM land as part of the 
initial phase of the project and will leverage a large scale thinning project just completed 
by SPI.  SPI is also a partner in the larger project but cannot meet the 25 year tenure 
stipulations of this grant. 
 
Pre- and post-treatment ecological monitoring will involve the establishment of fixed 
monitoring plots throughout the treatment area.  Approximately one plot will be 
established per 10 treated acres.  Each plot will be assessed using the releve method to 
assess floristic diversity, cover, and down woody debris.  Furthermore, photos will be 
taken in the cardinal directions from each plot to illustrate changes in environmental 
conditions.  Data will be collected at three intervals commencing in spring before and 
two years following treatment. 
 
This initial project is expected to take 36 months to complete, with the majority of the 
work being completed within the first 12 months, depending on weather conditions and 
windows of opportunity to implement fuels treatment and prescribed burning. The CCC 
has indicated that they will plan to participate in the hand crew work.  The chart below 
provides a listing of deliverables and the expected date of completion. 

Deliverables Date 
 

Administrative:  
1. Approval of SNC Grant Application June 2016 
2. Convene Quarterly Stakeholder Meetings June 2016 
3. Contract Negotiation July-August 2016 
4. Contract Start September, 2016 
5. Hire Crew/Partner with CCC September 1 – 15, 2016 
6. Develop Tracking System for Performance 

Measures 
September 1 – 30, 2016 

7. Quarterly Stakeholder Meetings September, 2016 
March, 2018 

8. Bi-Annual Report Due December 2016  
December 2018 

9. Final Report Due March 30, 2018 
Site Restoration:  

1. Thin and pile roadside and trail shaded fuelbreaks, 
(89 acres) 

2. Roadside cut and pile 
3. Handline construction for controlled burn and burn 

piles 

September 1, 2016 – February 
2017 



 

 

4. Pile burn 
5. Roadside chipping 
6. Lop and scatter  
7. Roadside pile burning 
8. Broadcast burn 124.5 acres 
9. Mop up and Patrol 

February, 2017 – February, 
2018 

 
DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
The Forest Ranch Fire Safe Council (Fire Safe Council) has been working to engage 
the community to address forest health concerns inclusive of the Butte Creek, Little 
Chico Creek, and Big Chico Creek watersheds. Stakeholders currently involved in this 
community effort include Butte County, City of Chico, California State University Chico, 
BLM, Sierra Pacific Industries, Cal FIRE, Forest Ranch Volunteer Fire, Butte County 
Firesafe Council, Firestorm Wildland Fire Suppression Inc., and a variety of private 
landowners whose land abates to this property. SPI is also a partner in the larger 
project.. 
  
The CalFire Assessment suggests that the public is generally unaware of the role 
forests play in protecting critical water supply assets and of the existing threats to water 
supplies in headwater regions. This Project and planning effort will help to illustrate and 
promote the role of fire as a natural and necessary element for most of our natural 
areas. Coordination and communication are necessary to help communities become 
more resilient to the impacts of drought and fire. SRWP and Terra Fuego will partner 
with the Fire Safe Council and other stakeholders to develop information and 
opportunities to foster and sustain stakeholder engagement and increase collaboration 
between federal, state and local governments and partner organizations. Project data 
and information will be used to develop a community resiliency plan that will help 
stakeholders assess their community’s situation regularly and adjust their management 
actions accordingly.  
 
The Forest Ranch community will benefit from the socio-economic investments 
associated with the implementation of the Project that includes tools and guidance, 
education and outreach, data and information, and job training and creation. Terra 
Fuego utilizes off season firefighters from Firestorm and other agencies to train and field 
fuels and prescribed fire burn crews.  The training of new forestry workers  is expedited 
by the use of  seasoned firefighters with strong leadership skills and experience. Our 
partnership with the California Conservation Corps (CCC) will create a unique 
opportunity to create a cohesive and effective team of those who are being trained and 
those with extensive experience in forest restoration and watershed improvement.  The 
Project will  integrate community fuels crews with the CCC’s while providing training in 
the use of tools and equipment and in watershed restoration, fire adapted environments 
and the social science of engaging a community around stewardship.  



 

 

 
STATUS OF TRIBAL INVOLVEMENT AND CONTACT INFORMATION 
Local federal and non-federally recognized tribes or their representatives and tribal 
organizations were contacted regarding the project including the Konkow Valley Band of 
Maidu, Mechoopda Indians of Chico Rancheria, and the California Indian Water 
Commission.  A representative of the Konkow Valley Band noted full support for the 
project.  No specific comments were received from the Mechoopda Indians of Chico 
Rancheria, but they are engaged with fire projects locally, and eager to engage in 
traditional stewardship practices.  The California Indian Water Commission is in full 
support of this project due to its potential beneficial effects on water and spring run 
Chinook salmon.   
 
DESCRIPTION OF LONG-TERM MANAGEMENT PLAN 
The 2002 Healthy Forest Initiative and Health Forest Restoration Act directs land 
management agencies to restore healthy forest conditions on federal lands near high 
density rural communities in the wildland interface. The Project area is directly adjacent 
to residential property and the outlying communities of Magalia and Forest Ranch. The 
2001 National Fire Plan, 2004 BLM Redding Fire Management Plan (BLM Plan), and 
the 2015 Butte Unit and County Community Wildfire Protection Plan place high priority 
on reducing hazardous fuels near communities at risk and in the forest vegetation types 
with fire Condition Classes of 2 or 3. The Project area is susceptible to human fire starts 
due to recreational activities occurring along Butte Creek including camping and is 
ranked at a 3, high risk. 
 
The management plan for the Project area as identified in the BLM Plan is to use 
prescribed fire, mechanical, and biological treatments to improve and maintain flora and 
fauna species diversity and reduce hazardous fuels for fire adapted ecosystems on both 
watershed and landscape levels. The desired future conditions for BLM forested land in 
the area are to have a moderately open-spaced and multi-aged mixed conifer-hardwood 
forest. However, dispersed land holdings, staff limitations, and lack of agency funding 
continue to contribute to a deficit of fire in this strategically located area. 
  
BLM, SPI and other local, state and federal agencies regulate planning processes over 
private and public land management in the Little Chico Creek and Butte Creek 
Watersheds. These local governments have each adopted a comprehensive, long-term 
management plan for the property within their boundaries but there is no 
comprehensive long-term management plan tailored for this area. SRWP and Terra 
Fuego will work to advance a community effort  to develop a Community Resiliency 
Plan that will help stakeholders assess their community’s situation regularly and adjust 
their management actions accordingly. This Project will help to identify opportunities for 
investment and develop funding mechanisms to continue and maintain the work over 
time.   



 

 

  
This planning effort will provide a practical and flexible approach to help communities 
improve their resilience by setting priorities and allocating resources to manage risks. 
This landscape scale planning effort will integrate other planning and assessment 
documents and align community priorities and resources with resiliency goals.  The plan 
will establish objectives, priorities and tasks to monitor, manage, maintain and report on 
watershed conditions. This multi-generational plan will leverage job creation, community 
capacity building with NWCG certified firefighting training, community education through 
the local Fire Safe Council,  and civic engagement through relevant media channels. 
The purpose of this long-term management plan is to ensure the Project area and 
surrounding watershed is managed, monitored, and maintained in perpetuity.   
 
DESCRIPTION OF REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS/PERMITS NEEDED 
The 2003 Healthy Forest Restoration Act contains provisions for expedited 
environmental analysis of projects implemented under its authority if project lie within 
1.5 miles of an at-risk community (town of Magalia is 1.2 miles away) and the Butte 
County Community Wildfire Protection Plan recommends the proposed hazard fuels 
reduction treatment methods. BLM has completed NEPA, a smoke management plan 
will be developed and submitted to the Butte County Air Quality Management District for 
the prescribed burn, Air Quality permits will be filed as needed.  A burn plan will be 
developed as per NWCG guidelines, burn permits shall be filed with CAL FIRE as 
required by law. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF RESTRICTIONS/AGREEMENTS NEEDED/IN PLACE 
Terra Fuego has agreements in place with the BLM to immediately begin this work. 
Terra Fuego also has MOU's with most of the surrounding landowners.  
 
DESCRIPTION OF ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY 
SRWP 
The SRWP will provide administrative and fiscal oversight of the project and assist with 
stakeholder education and outreach. For almost 20 years SRWP has been dedicated to 
enhancing the watershed through consensus-based collaborative partnerships. SRWP 
has a successful track record of managing projects and developing effective efforts to 
improve the health of the watershed since 1996, including management of a $2.2 million 
grant from the CALFED Watershed Program. This Project and planning effort are part of 
SRWP’s long-term goal to improve watershed health by developing cooperative, cross-
boundary projects in the Sacramento River Watershed that are compatible with larger 
collaborative forest management efforts. 
  
Holly Jorgensen is the Executive Director of SRWP and works closely with regional, 
state, and federal partners to develop existing programs and new watershed initiatives 
aimed at promoting conservation and investment in the region.  Upon graduating from 



 

 

CSU, Chico with a Bachelor of Science in Natural Resources Management and a 
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology, she began her career in the watershed community as an 
environmental educator. Holly has worked to secure financial support, develop 
partnerships, and manage numerous programs, projects, and activities. She has a 
holistic understanding of the region’s watershed issues and extensive knowledge of 
natural resources plans, programs, and policies and will earn a Master of Arts in 
Geography and Planning from CSU, Chico in May 2016. 
 
Terra Fuego 
Terra Fuego will manage the project and provide technical oversight. Terra Fuego 
Resource Foundation advocates the creation and maintenance of healthy forests, 
grasslands and open space through accepted land management practices, including 
prescribed burning, mechanical manipulation of fuels and control and eradication of 
invasive species. The organization was formed to address the need for prescribed 
treatments to improve forest health by their for-profit partner, Firestorm.  Terra Fuego 
utilizes off season firefighters and is actively providing training for community members 
in wildland firefighting, fuels reduction, fuels management techniques and  invasive 
plant management and eradication. Terra Fuego is responsible for the implementation 
of the Proposition one Drought Crew that fielded two twenty persons crews who have 
collectively done over $100,000 dollars worth of drought relief and land restoration work 
on BLM and public lands in Butte and Tehama counties. 
  
Mike Peevers, Executive Director of Terra Fuego started out as a wildland forest 
firefighter.  As an Engineering consultant he has managed numerous technical projects 
over the years and has managed training exchanges (TREX) financed by The Nature 
Conservancy's Fire Learning Network that successfully trained thirty new firefighters, 
and provided an opportunity for many more experienced firefighters to expand their 
qualifications. Mike is working with local, state and federal partners in the Klamath River 
and Chico and Butte Creek watersheds to establish efforts to mitigate catastrophic fire 
hazard and restore watershed and habitat. 
  
Jim Wills, former CEO of Firestorm Fire Suppression, a for-profit contract firefighting 
agency leads Terra Fuego as their Board Chair and Advisor. He has 40 plus years of 
experience in wildland fire. He has been training and deploying wildland firefighters and 
is a qualified Type I Burn Boss, Operations Section Chief for The Nature Conservancy's 
TREX programs, instructor for Shasta Community College in Fire Science, and is a 
current steering committee board member for the NorCal Prescribed Fire Council. Jim 
has provided project planning and implementation on 10,000 acres on National Forest 
lands that has included biomass removal, thinning, piling, prescribed burn planning, and 
implementation.  
  
 



 

 

 
CSU, Chico 
CSU Chico’s Department of Geography and Planning and Ecological Reserves under 
have provided key research and planning support for wildfire protection, prescribed fire 
use, and outreach and education throughout the region, and have been engaged with 
the Forest Ranch community in relationship to the development of landscape scale fire 
restoration.  This relationship is unique in that applied research is occurring within the 
landscape, academic expertise is available to the community for decision making, and 
student interns gain valuable experience in working with a diverse public and applying 
their classroom knowledge in the field.  
  
Don Hankins is a Professor in the Department of Geography and Planning at California 
State University, Chico.  His areas of expertise are pyrogeography, water resources, 
and conservation ecology.  He is particularly interested in the application of indigenous 
land management practices as a keystone process to aid in conservation and 
management of resources.  He has been engaged in applied fire and water research 
and restoration projects involving indigenous California and Aboriginal Australian 
communities for approximately 15 years.  Don has career experience and continues to 
be involved in various aspects of land management and conservation for a variety of 
organizations and agencies including federal and tribal governments and organizations.  
 
PERFORMANCE MEASURES 
Terra Fuego Resource Foundation plans to undertake the four required performance 
measures as well as two additional performance measures that are: 

● Acres of Land Improved or Restored 
● Feet of Trail/Path Constructed or Improved 

 
PROJECT LOCATION (County with approximate lat/long, center for project area) 
Butte County 
MDM T24N R3E S27, 35 
Stirling City and Cohasset, CA 
 
PERSON(S) WITH MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITY 
Holly Jorgensen, Executive Director, SRWP 
PO Box 9233 
Chico, CA 95927 
530.781.2220 
 
Mike Peevers, Executive Director, Terra Fuego  
1100 Fortress Street, Suite 2 
Chico, CA 95973 
530.521.3703 



 

 

 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR OR PLANNING DIRECTOR CONTACT INFORMATION 
Paul Hahn, Butte County CAO 
25 County Center Drive, Suite 200 
Oroville, CA 95965 
530.538.7631 
 
NEAREST PUBLIC WATER AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 
Butte County Water and Resources 
Paul Gosselin, Director 
308 Nelson Avenue 
Oroville, CA 95965 
530.538.4343 
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE CEQA STATUS OF THE PROJECT 
The SRWP is requesting the SNC to serve as CEQA responsible party/lead. 
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE NEPA STATUS OF THE PROJECT 
BLM has completed NEPA. The NEPA status and paperwork is attached to this 
document. 
 
Please identify the appropriate project category below and provide the associated 
details: 
 
Category One, site improvement 
 
Project Area: 
Total acres: 200 



SECTION ONE
DIRECT COSTS Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four Year Five Total
Project Manager $14,040.00 $8,400.00 $1,200.00 $23,640.00

Site Restoration Work Costs $240,000.00 $140,000.00 $20,000.00 $400,000.00

Project Equipment, Building, Land purchases $2,500.00 $1,000.00 $0.00 $3,500.00

Project Materials & Supplies Purchased $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $0.00 $2,000.00
DIRECT COSTS SUBTOTAL: $257,540.00 $150,400.00 $21,200.00 $429,140.00

SECTION TWO
PARTIAL INDIRECT COSTS Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four Year Five Total
Monitoring $4,200.00 $4,200.00 $4,200.00 $12,600.00

Publications, Printing, Public Relations $2,000.00 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 $6,000.00

Administration, reporting and invoicing $14,040.00 $3,510.00 $5,850.00 $23,400.00
INDIRECT COSTS SUBTOTAL: $20,240.00 $9,710.00 $12,050.00 $42,000.00
PROJECT TOTAL: $277,780.00 $160,110.00 $33,250.00 $471,140.00

SECTION THREE
Total

Organization operating/overhead costs $13,889.00 $8,005.50 $1,662.50 $23,557.00
ADMINISTRATIVE TOTAL: $13,889.00 $8,005.50 $1,662.50 $23,557.00
SNC TOTAL GRANT REQUEST: $291,669.00 $168,115.50 $34,912.50 $494,697.00

SECTION FOUR
OTHER PROJECT CONTRIBUTIONS Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four Year Five Total
Sacramento River Watershed Project $4,250.00 $4,250.00 $4,250.00 $12,750.00

Terra Fuego Resource Foundation $11,000.00 $5,000.00 $2,000.00 $18,000.00

Firestorm $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $2,000.00 $12,000.00

Alliance for Workforce Development $70,000.00 $70,000.00 $0.00 $140,000.00

CSUC $2,700.00 $2,700.00 $2,700.00 $8,100.00

Total Other Contributions: $92,950.00 $86,950.00 $10,950.00 $190,850.00

SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY
SNC Watershed Improvement Program - DETAILED BUDGET FORM

Project Name:  Butte Forest Thin – Doe Mill Ridge Watershed Project
Applicant: Sacramento River Watershed Program

Administrative Costs    (Costs may not exceed 15% of the above listed Project costs)



Project Name:  Butte Forest Thin – Doe Mill Ridge Watershed Project 
Applicant: Terra Fuego Resource Foundation 

 
SNC Watershed Improvement Program – Budget Detail 

 
Direct Costs: 
Project Manager:  The project will include one project manager, who is the 
Executive Director of Terra Fuego Resource Foundation.  The first year budget 
consists of 0.155 FTE of his time, which starts at $45/hour 6 hours/week. The 
second year is 3.6 hours/week and the final year is ½ hours/week. 
 
Site Restoration Work Costs:  These costs are figured at an average hourly rate 
of $22 per hour for the labor for the site work.  The estimate is based on $2,000 
per acre.  The treatment area is diverse in terrain, some areas are very steep, 
(expensive), and some areas that are almost flat, (less expensive).  This includes 
the development of a burn plan, preparation for a broadcast burn, firing 
operations, mop up and scouting. 
 
Project Materials: We are requesting funding to increase Terra Fuego fuels crews 
work capacity. These funds would purchase 2 chainsaws, a power pole saw, and 
miscellaneous hand tools. 
 
Supplies:  These costs include the pile covering, chain rolls, chaps, bar covers, 
burn fuel, saw fuel, and bar oil. 
 
Partial Indirect Costs: 
Monitoring: 
California State University, Chico, Dr. Don Hankins will do the monitoring 56 
hours at $75/hr, per year and subsidize the needed extra hours through in-kind 
using university resources. 
 
Publications, Printing, Public Relations 
Terra Fuego and SRWP staff will facilitate a community resiliency planning effort  
and will participate in quarterly meetings, evaluate progress and new 
opportunities, and review and disseminate information. The estimate of in-kind 
support from SRWP and Terra Fuego is $12,150. We are requesting funding  in 
the amount of $2,000/year to offset a small amount of the travel, meeting space 
costs, and the  generation of education and outreach materials including maps, 
brochures, and press releases. 
 
Administration, reporting and Invoicing:  
SRWP staff will perform administrative and fiscal oversight including managing 
grants and contracts, tracking budgets, coordinating and communicating with the 
Project team and subcontractors, and reporting and invoicing. Staff time is 
calculated at $45/hr and 6 hours/week in year one, 1.5 hours/week in year two 
and 2.5 hours/week in year three. 



 
 
Administrative Costs: 
Administrative costs are calculated at 5% of the annual budget to cover a portion 
of overhead expenses that include bookkeeping, insurance, Internet and email, 
and office supplies.  
 
In-Kind: 
Sacramento River Watershed Program 
SRWP will provide 40 hours of IT and website development services at $50/hr in 
years one, two and three. SRWP staff will provide 45 hours at $45/hr in years 
one, two, and three for communicating and coordinating with stakeholders in the 
community, assessing community risks and priorities, and developing a 
mitigation or protection plan to address those risks. 
 
Terra Fuego Resource Foundation 
Terra Fuego will provide 120 hours of GIS mapping at $75/hr to support logistical 
planning, monitoring, and community outreach and education in the first year and 
40 hours in the second year.  Terra Fuego staff will provide 45 hours at $45/hr in 
years one, two, and three for communicating and coordinating with stakeholders 
in the community, assessing community risks and priorities, and developing a 
mitigation or protection plan to address those risks 
 
It is anticipated that once the Project and community planning effort is underway, 
additional funding will be identified and secured and more staff time and 
resources will be used for this effort.  
 
Firestorm 
In the first two years Firestorm will provide 60 staff hours for crew supervision, 
crew development, and training at $35/hour and equipment discounts of $3000 
such as the use of a type IV engine or multiple Clump Pumps for holding and 
mop up, fire hose, Personal Protective Equipment, (PPE), and drip torches.  In 
the third year firestorm will provide 60 hours for crew supervision at the same 
rate. 
 
Alliance for Workforce Development 
Alliance for workforce development has been working with Terra Fuego utilizing  
Proposition One drought funds to subsidize fuels crews.  In return Terra Fuego 
has been providing training for these crews in safety, forestry, and prescribed 
fire.  To date the in-kind contribution to the larger project on Doe Mill Ridge is 
over $100,000.  We expect to be able to utilize the Alliance workforce for some of 
this project, pending availability of funds. The match dollar amounts are for 25 
weeks of labor at $14/hour * 40 hours * 5 person crew,actual contribution could 
be higher or lower. 
 
California State University, Chico   



Dr, Don Hankins, and the department of geography will provide in-kind labor for 
the monitoring, assessment and reporting beyond the amount requested. Costs 
for the three year period are calculated at 90 hours at $15/hour for student 
interns, and 90 hours at $75/hr for Dr. Hankins’ time beyond our funding request.  
Additionally, the department's GIS assets will be leveraged to capture and make 
publicly accessible all direct and indirect project data.    



Appendix F - CEQA/NEPA Compliance Form 
(California Environmental Quality Act & National Environmental Policy Act) 

 
Instructions: All applicants must complete the CEQA compliance section. Check the box that 
describes the CEQA status of the proposed project.  You must also complete the documentation 
component and submit any surveys, and/or reports that support the checked CEQA status. 

 
If NEPA is applicable to your project, you must complete the NEPA section in addition to the 
CEQA section.  Check the box that describes the NEPA status of the proposed project.  Submit 
any surveys, and/or reports that support the NEPA status. For both CEQA and NEPA, submittal 
of permits is only necessary if they contain conditions providing information regarding potential 
environmental impacts. 

NOTE: Effective July 1, 2015, AB52 compliance is required. 

CEQA STATUS 
(All applicants must complete this section) 

Check the box that corresponds with the CEQA compliance for your project. The proposed action 
is either Categorically Exempt from CEQA, requires a Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative 
Declaration, or an Environmental Impact Report per CEQA. 

 

 
If a project is exempt from CEQA, all applicants, including public agencies that provide a filed  
Notice of Exemption, are required to provide a clear and comprehensive description of the physical 
attributes of the project site, including potential and known special-status species and habitat, in 
order for the SNC to make a determination that the project is exempt.  A particular project that 
ordinarily would fall under a specific category of exemption may require further CEQA review due to 
individual circumstances, i.e., it is within a sensitive location, has a cumulative impact, has a 
significant effect on the environment , is within a scenic highway, impacts an historical resource, or 
is on a hazardous waste site.  Potential cultural/archaeological resources must be noted, but do not 
need to be specifically listed or mapped at the time of application submittal.  Backup data informing 
the exemption decision, such as biological surveys, Cultural Information Center requests, research 
papers, etc. should accompany the full application.  Applicants anticipating the SNC to file an 
exemption should conduct the appropriate surveys and submit an information request to an office 
of the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS). 

 
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for claiming a Categorical 

or Statutory Exemption per CEQA: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Categorical Exemption or Statutory Exemption 
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2. If your organization is a state or local governmental agency, submit a signed, 
approved Notice of Exemption (NOE) documenting the use of the Categorical 
Exemption or Statutory Exemption, along with any permits, surveys, and/or reports 
that have been completed to support this CEQA status. The Notice of Exemption 
must bear a date stamp to show that it has been filed with the State Clearinghouse 
and/or County Clerk, as required by CEQA. 

3. If your organization is a nonprofit, there is no other California public agency having 
discretionary authority over your project, and you would like the SNC to prepare a NOE for 
your project, let us know that and list any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been 
completed to support the CEQA status. All supplementary documentation must be 
provided to the SNC before the NOE can be prepared. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Negative Declaration OR 
Mitigated Negative Declaration 

 
If a project requires a Negative Declaration or Mitigated Negative Declaration, then applicants must 
work with a qualified public agency, i.e., one that has discretionary authority over project approval 
or permitting, to complete the CEQA process. 

 
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of a Negative 

Declaration or a Mitigated Negative Declaration per CEQA: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



2. Submit the approved Initial Study and Negative Declaration/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration along with any Mitigation Monitoring or Reporting Plans, permits, surveys, 
and/or reports that have been completed to support this CEQA status. The IS/ND/MND 
must be accompanied by a signed, approved Notice of Determination, which must bear 
a date stamp to show that it has been filed with the State Clearinghouse and/or County 
Clerk, as required by CEQA. 

 
 

Environmental Impact Report 
 
If a project requires an Environmental Impact Report, then applicants must work with a qualified 
public agency, i.e., one that has discretionary authority over project approval or permitting, to 
complete the CEQA process. 

 
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of an 

Environmental Impact Report per CEQA: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Submit the Draft and Final Environmental Impact Report along with any Mitigation 

Monitoring or Reporting Plans, permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been 
completed to support this CEQA status. The EIR documentation must be accompanied 
by a signed, approved Notice of Determination, which must bear a date stamp to show 
that it has been filed with the State Clearinghouse and/or County Clerk, as required by 
CEQA. 

 
 



 
NEPA STATUS 

Check the box that corresponds with the NEPA compliance for your project. 
 

Categorical Exclusion 
Submit the signed, approved Decision Memo and Categorical Exclusion, as well as 
documentation to support the Categorical Exclusion, including any permits, surveys, 
and/or reports that have been completed to support this NEPA status. 

 
 

Environmental Assessment & Finding of No Significant Impact 
Submit the signed, approved Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant 
Impact along with any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been completed to 
support this NEPA status. 

 
 

Environmental Impact Statement 
Submit the Draft and approved, Final Environmental Impact Statement, along with the 
Record of Decision and any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been completed 
to support this NEPA status. 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
Terra Fuego Resource Foundation

And
Bureau of Land Managment 

This Memorandum  of  Understanding  (MOU) sets  forth  the  terms  of  a  working
relationship between the Terra Fuego Resource Foundation (TFRF) and Bureau of Land
Management, Redding Field Office (BLM) to implement the Forest Ranch Hazardous
Fuels Project.

Whereas BLM has undertaken a number of fuels reduction projects on their property
and has partnered with several non-profit groups in the area.  Whereas BLM and TFRF
share  a  common vision  of  reducing hazardous  fuels  and restoring  and maintaining
resilient forest ecosystems and have partnered on prior grant applications.

Therefore BLM and TFRF agree to continue to seek funding for fuels reduction on BLM
property:

Project  Description:   Reduce  hazardous  fuels  on  BLM property.   The  project  will
restore Forks of Butte Creek Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) watershed
health by enhancing the forest ecosystem and watershed protection by thinning densely
overstocked trees and brush.

Project Goal: 
1. Restore Forks of Butte Creek ACEC watershed health by enhancing the forest 
ecosystem.
2. Improve the probability that fires developing in the Forks of Butte Creek ACEC can be
contained in the initial attack phase and will not result in high severity fire that could
damage BLM lands nor cause adverse impacts to the adjacent community of Forest
Ranch.

Project Objectives: 
1. Reduce fire hazardous fuels with pile construction, pile or broadcast burning and by 

cutting and chipping.
2. Monitor the projects with periodic field surveys.

Through this agreement  TFRF and  BLM  acknowledge their individual responsibilities
and agree to provide the following services necessary to carry out the above referenced
grant in a timely and appropriate manner.

BLM maintains responsibility for overall project management that through the following
tasks: 

1. Complete required environmental compliance work.
2. Maintain the project for 10 years.
3. Allow access of Sierra Nevada Conservancy to monitor the project for 25 years

as detailed in Land Tenure Letter.



4. Provide qualified burn boss or other required staff and other tasks required by
federal prescribed fire planning and implementation policy.

TFRF as fiscal sponsor will provide the following services:
1. Maintain all financial records
2. Supervise on the ground work and/or administer all subcontracts for services

and materials as the project requires.
3. Prepare any reports required by the grant.
4. Prepare Request for Advance/Reimbursement.
5. Monthly disbursements based on invoices from contractors and sub-contractors

as appropriate.

Term: The term of this MOU is for three years from the date of execution.

Amendments:  This MOU may be amended with the written approval of BLM and TFRF.

Cancellation: either party upon the giving of thirty (30) day’s advance written notice may
cancel this MOU.  

Terra Feugo Resource Foundation:

By                                                                  Date:                                                  
Mike Peevers, Executive Director

Bureau of Land Managment :

By                                                                  Date:                                                  
Jennifer Mata, Field Manager
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Kong), swisstopo, MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community
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February	  26,	  2016	  

	  

Dear	  Sierra	  Nevada	  Conservancy,	  
	  
I	  am	  writing	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  Sacramento	  River	  Watershed	  Program	  and	  Terra	  Fuego	  
Resource	  Foundation	  to	  offer	  the	  support	  of	  my	  organization,	  which	  represents	  Tribal	  
water	  interests	  for	  California	  Indians,	  in	  regards	  to	  the	  grant	  application	  for	  Proposition	  1	  
funding	  for	  the	  Watershed	  Improvement	  Program.	  
	  
The	  work	  they	  have	  proposed	  are	  a	  significant	  step	  towards	  securing	  water	  quality	  and	  
quantity	  within	  the	  Little	  Chico	  and	  Butte	  Creek	  watersheds,	  and	  ensuring	  the	  resiliency	  of	  
the	  landscape	  against	  wildland	  fires.	  	  	  	  Furthermore,	  given	  the	  significance	  of	  Butte	  Creek	  as	  
one	  of	  the	  largest	  remaining	  spring	  run	  Chinook	  salmon	  streams,	  this	  project	  would	  aid	  in	  
reducing	  risk	  from	  wildland	  fire	  and	  enhance	  conditions	  to	  protect	  the	  populations	  within	  
Butte	  Creek,	  and	  ultimately	  to	  the	  benefit	  of	  the	  broader	  ecosystems	  for	  which	  the	  salmon	  
are	  connected.	  	  

	  
Please	  give	  your	  consideration	  to	  funding	  this	  necessary	  project.	  

	  
Sincerely,	  	  

Randy	  Yonemura	  

�



Jeremy Bailey    
Associate Director, Fire Learning Network

February 29, 2016

Sierra Nevada Conservancy

To whom it may concern, 

It is my pleasure to write a letter in support for Jim Wills and the team at Terra Fuego on behalf 
of the Fire Learning Network.

The Fire Learning Network (FLN), a cooperative partnership between the United States Forest 
Service and The Nature Conservancy, has worked with Jim Wills on numerous prescribed fire, 
wildfire and fire training projects in the past 6 years including more than 20 weeks of prescribed 
fire implementation in California, Nebraska and Utah. Most recently, Jim and the team at Terra 
Fuego have been leading our prescribed fire training program with the Yurok Tribe on the 
Klamath River near Weitchpec, California. Partnering with the FLN, Terra Fuego is helping us 
advance the three goals of the Cohesive Strategy; resilient landscapes, fire adapted communities, 
and safe and effective wildfire response.

The leadership, dedication, innovation and can-do-attitude displayed by Jim and his team has 
consistently helped the FLN accomplish our goals of building local capacity by training 
municipal and tribal fire departments, working with local land owners and federal and state 
agencies, as well as providing mentorship to the next generation of fire managers by working 
closely with the Student Association of Fire Ecology members and faculty. 

Sincerely,

Jeremy Bailey
Associate Director, Fire Learning Network
The Nature Conservancy

jeremy_bailey@tnc.org   559 East South Temple   Salt Lake City, UT  84102   Office: 801-320-0524   Cell: 801-599-1394
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