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Eidman, Patrick@SNC

From: Neysa King <kingn@nidwater.com>
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2016 2:19 PM
To: Eidman, Patrick@SNC
Subject: FW: NID Prop 1 Consultation for SNC Watershed Improvement Program

Hi Patrick, 
 
Does this satisfy your needs? 
 
Thank you!!! 
 
Neysa King 
Watershed Resources Planner 
Nevada Irrigation District  
1036 W. Main Street 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 
Phone: 530.273.6185 x281 
Fax: 530.271.6838 
Email: kingn@nidwater.com 
www.nidwater.com 
 

From: Prop 1@CCC [mailto:Prop1@CCC.CA.GOV]  
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 4:15 PM 
To: Neysa King 
Subject: FW: NID Prop 1 Consultation for SNC Watershed Improvement Program 
 
This email was for Neysa, not Rachael.  
 
Please accept my apology for the error. 
 
Nick Martinez 
Region II Analyst 
California Conservation Corps 
Office (916) 341‐3157 
Nicholas.Martinez@ccc.ca.gov 

 
 

From: Prop 1@CCC  
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 4:04 PM 
To: 'Neysa King' <kingn@nidwater.com>; Prop 1@CCC <Prop1@CCC.CA.GOV>; inquiry@prop1communitycorps.org 
Subject: RE: NID Prop 1 Consultation for SNC Watershed Improvement Program 
 
Hello Rachael.  

 
Carrie Monroe, the Conservation Supervisor at our CCC Placer location has responded to the partnership for your 
project: Scotts Flat Reservoir Fuels Treatment Phase 3 Project. CCC can assist with the thinning of smaller fuels and the 

peidman
Typewritten Text
CCC consult added to file 3/28/2016 (PE)
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removal of some of the larger trees depending on the size and location. We can also assist in chipping but do not have 
mastication capabilities.  

 
Please include this email with your project application as proof that you reached out to the CCC. Feel free to contact 
Keith Welch at Carrie.Monroe@ccc.ca.gov directly if you have project‐specific questions and when your project 
receives funding. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Nick Martinez 
Region II Analyst 
California Conservation Corps 
Office (916) 341‐3157 
Nicholas.Martinez@ccc.ca.gov 

 
 

From: Neysa King [mailto:kingn@nidwater.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 11:03 AM 
To: Prop 1@CCC <Prop1@CCC.CA.GOV>; inquiry@prop1communitycorps.org 
Subject: NID Prop 1 Consultation for SNC Watershed Improvement Program 
 
Dear CCC Prop 1 Coordinator and Ms. Crystal Muhlenkamp, 
 
Attached please find a summary of our project being proposed to the Sierra Nevada Conservancy (due March 1, 2016): 
Scotts Flat Reservoir Fuels Treatment Phase 3.   
 
The summary includes our project title, description, and implementation schedule on the first page, and a map on the 
second.  If you have any questions about this proposal, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Neysa King 
Watershed Resources Planner 
Nevada Irrigation District  
1036 W. Main Street 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 
Phone: 530.273.6185 x281 
Fax: 530.271.6838 
Email: kingn@nidwater.com 
www.nidwater.com 
 



Hello Neysa, 

Baldeo of the Sacramento Regional Conservation Corps has responded that they are able to assist with the Scotts Flat 
Reservoir Fuels Treatment Phase 3 project if it receives funding. Please include this email with your application as 
proof that you reached out to the Local Conservation Corps. 

 Additionally, please feel free to contact Baldeo Singh (bsingh@saccorps.org) directly if your project receives funding. 

 Thank you, 

Dominique 

California Association of Local Conservation Corps 

Proposition 1 – Water Bond 

Consultation Review Document 

Applicant has submitted the required information by email to the Local Conservation Corps (CALCC): 

 ✓Yes (applicant has submitted all necessary information to CALCC) 

After consulting with the project applicant, the CALCC has determined the following: 

 ✓It is feasible for CALCC to be used on the project (deemed compliant) 

APPLICANT WILL INCLUDE THIS DOCUMENT AS PART OF THE PROJECT APPLICATION. 

  
On Tue, Feb 16, 2016 at 11:03 AM, Neysa King <kingn@nidwater.com> wrote: 

Dear CCC Prop 1 Coordinator and Ms. Crystal Muhlenkamp, 

Attached please find a summary of our project being proposed to the Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
(due March 1, 2016): Scotts Flat Reservoir Fuels Treatment Phase 3.   

The summary includes our project title, description, and implementation schedule on the first 
page, and a map on the second.  If you have any questions about this proposal, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Neysa King  

Watershed Resources Planner 

Nevada Irrigation District  

mailto:bsingh@saccorps.org
mailto:kingn@nidwater.com


Good Morning Neysa, 
 
Our hourly rate is $20.00 per hour per crew member and there are usually about 15 crew members to a 
crew. This price includes the Supervisor, standard equipment, safety gear, transportation, and workers 
comp insurance.  We have chippers (if needed) and they would run $200.00 per day. 
 
We  do not have any significant equipment or tree shredders, so yes you would probably need to 
contract with Robinson. 
 
Typically we can clear between an acre and an acre and half a day, maybe more depending on fuel 
load.    
 
Most of our Supervisors are qualified to fall trees up to a 24” DBH. 
 
Hope this information is what you are looking for.  If you have any other questions please don’t hesitate 
to ask. 
 
Carie 
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Sierra Nevada Watershed Improvement Program 

Scotts Flat Reservoir Fire Fuels Treatment Phase 3 

6.  Narrative Descriptions 

a.  Detailed Project Description  

PROJECT GOALS:  

• Protection of forest and watershed health by reducing catastrophic fire risk in the 
Sierra Nevada, and  

• Protection of water storage, quality, and supply for provision to California 
residents. 

This project will significantly reduce catastrophic fire risk on forested lands owned by Nevada 
Irrigation District (NID or District) near Scotts Flat Reservoir and adjacent residential 
communities by treating fire fuels and dense understory vegetation to promote long-term forest 
health.  This project will employ treatment methods that include cutting, chipping and spreading 
dense understory vegetation and small to medium diameter trees.  The project area is owned and 
managed by the Nevada Irrigation District for water storage and supply, recreational and forested 
watershed values.  We propose to treat 82 acres to protect forest health, water quality, air quality 
and to reduce fire risk to this area. Our objective is to continue ongoing work to protect an 
existing water storage facility to meet statewide goals as per the California Water Action Plan, 
2013.  The Scotts Flat Fire Fuels Reduction Project Phase 3 is located on the shore of the Scotts 
Flat Reservoir between the community of Cascade Shores and NID's dam and powerhouse (see 
map), near Nevada City and Grass Valley in Nevada County, California.  This reservoir is part of 
the water supply infrastructure that NID manages for communities in Western Nevada County. 
The project area is characterized by overly dense forests due to more than 60 years of fire 
suppression.  As a result, catastrophic fire is a very real threat to the health of this forested area, 
which encompasses the reservoir, powerhouse, private residential properties, and both public and 
private roads for ingress and egress.  The project area also has numerous small stream crossings 
and drainages that flow directly to one of NID's most important water supply reservoirs 
supporting the communities of Nevada City, Grass Valley, and North Auburn.   

Purpose and need.  The purpose of this project is to reduce the potential for catastrophic 
wildfire and associated damage in the project area and on adjacent lands.  Presently, dense 
forests cover the property creating a hazardous fuel loading situation.  With the potential of a 
major fire very high in this area, vegetation control for fire prevention is extremely important.  
Excess vegetation, trees, brush, and sprouting hardwoods will be removed to decrease the 
property’s hazardous fuel loading, which provides a corresponding decrease in fire danger.   As 
we have witnessed, catastrophic fire is at a crisis level in the Sierra Nevada region and this 
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project will provide significant benefits to our ongoing efforts to reduce this risk in Nevada 
County. 

 

Desired Forest Condition.  Our goal is to reduce catastrophic fire risk by completing a cross-
canyon treatment area to protect long-term watershed health in the Sierra Nevada. With a 
properly maintained forest, it is possible to keep the fire danger to a minimum. This can be done 
by thinning the overstory and understory, removing fuel ladders, and reducing the density of 
brush vegetation.  A healthy forest will also act as a fuelbreak/defensible space for the area, 
however it is impossible to eliminate fire potential entirely.  This treatment will lessen the fire 
hazard with proper vegetation control, which would result in a lower-intensity light ground fire.  
Heavy fuels in the understory can create sufficient heat to ignite a “crown-fire” that is 
uncontrollable, and the site photos illustrate that this is the current condition (see attached). 

Project objectives include cutting, chipping and spreading wood chips in the project area to 
provide immediate fire risk reduction and short-term benefits of soil and erosion protection, and 
delayed understory regrowth.  As part of the project, we will establish 10 plots to evaluate 
understory regrowth rates with modification of treatment by manipulating mulch depth from 2” 
to 6”. The project will also include community outreach and education, and opportunities to 
partner with local organizations to promote wildfire and fire risk education.  This project is 
aligned with the vision of the Sierra Nevada Conservancy and its Strategic Plan, and the Nevada 
County Community Wildfire Protection Plan developed by the Fire Safe Council. This project 
advances the California Water Action Plan by protecting and restoring important ecosystems, 
expanding and protecting water storage capacity, and managing and preparing for dry periods. 
This reservoir provides source water for treatment and distribution to the Disadvantaged 
Communities of Grass Valley and North Auburn, which addresses the Human Right to Water 
policy requirements. 

Specific benefits include the following: 

•  Immediate and long-term improvements in overall forest health and diversity.  
• Scotts Flat Reservoirs (both upper and lower) are domestic water supplies and will 
receive immediate and long-term fire reduction benefits from fire fuels reduction.  The 
community of Cascade Shore lies immediately adjacent to this project area, and will 
receive long-term fire risk reduction as NID implements this required maintenance across 
a forested landscape.  This project will also enhance regional efforts to construct a shaded 
fuel break.  
• The hydro-power generation facility at the reservoir dam will be further protected to 
realize our commitment to clean energy. 
• The watershed will benefit by protecting soil resources from a high intensity fire, and 
will result in protection of watershed run-off and sedimentation at normal levels.   
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• Local wildlife and their habitats will be protected from catastrophic fire, and long-term 
monitoring will further scientific understanding of the relationship between mulching and 
understory regrowth rates to provide lasting habitat and watershed benefits.   
 
 

b. Workplan and Schedule 
 
This project proposes to implement the existing Timber Harvest Plan No. 2-13-031-NEV, 
approved Oct. 4, 2013) for Scotts Flat and will prioritize fuel treatment areas based on fuel  load, 
topography, access and costs to ensure the most cost effective, strategic design.  Treatment will 
include “thinning from below” using the most appropriate techniques that NID has employed 
successfully in the past, including: cutting, chipping and spreading by crews provided by the 
California Conservation Corps (CCC).  The CCC has responded favorably that they want to do 
the project and can reasonably satisfy our project objectives for fire fuels reduction.  In the 
budget we have assumed that they can treat the entire project area and if it is determined that 
they cannot due to topography or steepness, a private Licensed Timber Operator will be utilized 
to complete the project. 
 
NID will send letters to the residents of Cascade Shores to inform them of the project and to 
encourage them to bring green waste during active project days, and we will chip their material 
with the harvested trees and bushes from District lands.  We will host at least one community 
meeting, and will also develop educational materials and 2 signs to be displayed at NID facilities 
on Scotts Flat Reservoir (e.g. at the campground, education center, etc.).  NID will authorize all 
work, establish contracts, provide information as needed throughout project administration, and 
fund its share of grant-related activities.   
 
The expected benefits of the proposed more intensive fuel reduction efforts include: increased 
resistance to catastrophic crown fires; retention and sequestration of carbon through time; 
improved habitat conditions for plants and animals, and reduced risk of sedimentation and 
degradation of small creeks and the Scotts Flat water supply reservoir.  This project will also 
complete a cross-canyon shaded fuel break between the reservoir and Nevada City, which will 
benefit both communities in the case of a catastrophic wildfire.  Education and outreach will 
promote community knowledge about wildfire risk and participation in fire prevention programs; 
and monitoring will help to define best management practices for fire fuels treatment in the 
Sierra Nevada. 
 
Our proposed timeline is based on anticipated funding award in June 2016, and Grant Agreement 
execution by Sept. 1, 2016.  The project area is accessible via a public paved road and a gravel 
road on NID lands, and the project implementation season can extend into late fall depending on 
precipitation patterns in the area (the project is at 3,000’ to 3,400’ in elevation). 
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Detailed Project Deliverables Schedule 
Task 1 Project Management: 
NID will negotiate contract execution with SNC, and then 
initiate planning with the California Conservation Corps to 
design their participation in the project.  Initial outreach to 
Cascade Shores will be completed via a mailing to local 
residents. 

June 1, 2016-Oct. 15, 2016   
 

Task 1.1 Project Bidding: 
Conduct Professional Registered Forester and Licensed Timber 
Operator contract bidding as needed. 
   
Task 1.2  Contracting with the CCC:   
NID will contract with California Conservation Corps to define 
their role and involvement in the project.   

Oct. 16, 2016-Dec. 31, 2016 
 

Task 2:  Grant Reporting by NID to SNC 
(first 6 month progress report initiated) 
 
Task 2.1 1st Progress Report Due to SNC 

Jan. 15, 2017 

Task 3: Pre-project fieldwork and Public Education and 
Outreach:  
Task 3.1 NID to oversee all pre-implementation fieldwork, 
including surveying, flagging, plot definition, baseline 
monitoring, etc.   
Task 3.2  Initiate community meeting to continue community 
outreach.   
Task 3.3   Educational materials drafted. 

Jan. 1, 2017-May 31, 2017 

Task  2.2:  2nd Progress Report Due to SNC June 30, 2017 
Task 3.4:  Education and Outreach Program materials 
finalized, and interpretation signs re: wildfire, forest and 
watershed health, and associated projects to be installed on 
District lands at campground and the education center. 

Oct. 1, 2017-Nov. 30, 2017 

Task 4:  Project Implementation 
Implementation of practices by the CCC, Registered 
Professional Forester(s), and if needed a Licensed Timber 
Operator with ongoing oversight by NID staff 

April 1, 2017- Oct. 31, 2017 

Task 2.3: Final reporting to SNC and grant closure initiated 
including completion of all documents. 

Nov. 1, 2017-Dec. 31, 2017 

Task 5:  Grant Closure 
Final Closure Report Due to SNC 

Jan. 31, 2018   
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Measurable outcomes: 
This project will treat approximately 82 acres, and result in the spreading, bucking and piling of 
small to medium diameter trees and shrubs on District lands.  The project will increase the height 
to live crown ratio, and decrease crown density.  These practices will result in a healthier, more 
fire and pathogen resistant stand. The project will also result in positive community outreach and 
education via one community meeting, and posting of 2 interpretive signs on NID land adjacent 
to Scotts Flat Reservoir to education the public about fire ecology, wildfire risk, and watershed 
health.  
 
 
Description of harvest treatments:  The smaller trees will be selected for harvest to reduce the 
understory, and to create a defensible space.  We will also increase the ground to crown ration to 
reduce the potential for a wildfire to become a conflagration.  Reducing tree spacing is the 
primary objective, while leaving healthy regeneration to provide for larger trees in the future.  
While surface and ladder fuel treatment standards will vary based upon site specific conditions, 
post-treatment total surface fuel loading shall not exceed an average of 10-20 bone dry tons per 
acre. These standards shall be verified by a post-harvest walkthrough of the stand.  Visual 
estimation will be used to determine the remaining surface fuel loading.  The estimations will be 
based on the United State Forest Service “Natural Fuels Photos Series” (rev. April 2011, 
available at http://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/fera/publications/photo_series_pubs.shtml).   

The residual stand will have a target tree spacing of 16’ X 16’ (or approximately 170 trees per 
acre) up to 20’ X 20’ (or approximately 109 trees per acre).  Hardwood clumps may be counted 
as one tree.  Conifers and/or black oak will be the preferred leave trees.  The leave trees will be 
chosen to promote to the best forest health based on: species, health, size, age and spacing. 

Description of operations:  The forest vegetation will be thinned using a fire fuels treatment 
practice to result in improved forest health and fire protection.  The CCC will use hand crews to 
cut, limb, chip, buck and stack, or pile wood in the project area.  We will spread chips in a layer 
not to exceed 6 in. throughout the project area.  Mulch will be applied at a 2” depth in certain 
plot areas. All operations will meet the specifications of the California Forest Practice rules for 
providing protection to the resources.   

Description of stand before harvest:  The stands are mixed conifer stands comprised of 
ponderosa and sugar pine, Douglas-fir, a small amount of white fir, incense-cedar, and 
hardwoods in a medium to heavy overstory.  The overstory tree diameters range from 12 in. to 
50 in. with heights up to 150 ft. tall.  Snags are variable with 0-2 per acre.  The hardwoods 
include black oak, live oak, madrone, tan oak, alder, and dogwood.  The understory is mostly 
conifer and hardwood regeneration (0 in. to 12 in. DBH), and some brush.  Current stocking: 
basal area of the stand ranges from 10 to 350 sq.ft. of conifer timber.   

Project Effectiveness Monitoring:  Effectiveness monitoring will be based on pre and post-
treatment measurements to assess the effectiveness of the fuel treatments. As part of this project, 

http://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/fera/publications/photo_series_pubs.shtml
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a Registered Forester will establish 10 permanently marked (fixed) 1/10 acre plots during the 
Site Preparation phase, and in such plots document forest stand conditions before and after the 
forest thinning operation. These plots will be used to compare understory regrowth rates, and 
effectiveness of modifying mulch depth from 2” to 6”.  Using the pre-treatment data as the 
baseline data on fuel loadings and stand densities, a post treatment comparison should provide 
for a useful and comprehensive study of how the forest condition has changed.   Also, the depth 
of the chips will be modified to provide a comparison study of understory regrowth rates.  The 
results of this study will be used to evaluate the effectiveness of treatments over time. 

Photo point monitoring: Long-term photo monitoring points will be established for the purpose 
of characterizing the project treatments.  The purpose of these photos is to compare the pre- and 
post-harvest stand conditions and treatments.  Photo points shall be mapped using GPS, and 
designated on the ground by stake, post, or other equivalent semi-permanent method.  Photo 
monitoring will be included in all Progress and Final Reports to SNC. 

c.  Restrictions, Technical/Environmental Documents and Agreements 

NID owns the land that is proposed for forest health improvements and fire fuels reduction 
actions.  Pasquale Rd. (a county maintained public road) runs through the middle of the project, 
and NID owns a private road from Pasquale Rd. to the dam.  The approved Timber Harvest Plan 
for Scotts Flat Reservoir satisfies all permit and CEQA requirements for the project area.   

d.  Organizational Capacity 

Recently, in 2015, Nevada Irrigation District (NID) successfully completed Phase 1 of the 
Scott’s Flat Fire Fuels Reduction Program with the assistance of CAL FIRE.  This project 
required partial grant funding to offset treatment implementation and transportation costs 
associated with harvesting and bringing biomass to the SPI plant in Lincoln, CA.  Phase 2 to 
continue fire fuels reduction on NID lands is currently pending to CAL FIRE to treat the area 
between the dam and community of Scotts Flat, including the NID owned and managed 
campground. Additionally, NID is currently administering an $8.1 million Proposition 84 
Drought Grant from the Department of Water Resources for the Consumnes, American, Bear, 
Yuba (CABY) Integrated Regional Watershed Planning group.  In this program, NID is 
responsible for both project related tasks and overall grant reporting and invoicing. Other 
pertinent projects include: pipeline and reservoir improvement projects, fish passage projects, 
mercury and sediment removal demonstration projects, ongoing public education and 
conservation program, Forest Management Plan development, and hydroelectric FERC 
relicensing.  NID has the expertise and experience necessary to function as the fiscal lead and 
project manager, with staff and equipment needed to complete this project.  NID is an 
independent special district operated by and for the people who own land within its 287,000-acre 
boundaries.  Current tenure of capital improvement programs includes $250 million, with an 
average of $12 million per year.   
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Participants in the project include NID (the landowner), Sierra Nevada Conservancy, the 
California Conservation Corps, Registered Professional Foresters (RFPs), possibly a Licensed 
Timber Operator (LTO), the local community, the Nevada County Resource Conservation 
District, and local tribes as interested.  As the Grantee, NID will authorize all work, establish 
contracts, provide information as needed throughout project administration, and fund its share of 
grant-related activities.  The contract with the Sierra Nevada Conservancy will be administered 
by NID staff who will provide regular progress reports, invoices, grant reports and oversight for 
the successful completion of all deliverables associated with this grant agreement.  Specifically: 

• Tim Crough, P.E. Assistant General Manager, will negotiate contracts, and provide  
ongoing involvement and oversight of all NID forestry-related activities; and NID staff, 
including the Watershed Resources Planner, will supervise all contractors and process all 
invoices necessary to provide accurate reporting and records as required for the receipt 
and disbursement of public funding; 

• A Registered Professional Forester(s) will provide supervision and technical guidance to 
satisfy requirements of the Timber Harvest Plan in the field, and to ensure compliance 
with the Forest Practice Rules and all other applicable rules in California. 

• The California Conservation Corps will assist with implementation of treatment 
practices. 

• A Licensed Timber Operator will be involved if needed.   

Under the ongoing supervision of NID, a Registered Professional Forester (RPF), the CCC and 
as needed a Licensed Timber Operator (LTO) will implement practices to remove hazardous 
trees, other vegetation, and fuels to create a shaded fuel break and/or defensible space by 
reducing the hazardous fuel loading.  These fuel reduction operations have been approved and 
encouraged by CAL FIRE.  The area around Scotts Flat Reservoir was chosen to protect the 
neighboring properties and structures, and surrounding resources as part of a community 
protection plan.  This area has been harvested in the past and a natural forest stand now occupies 
the site.  The last major harvest on this property was in the 1970’s by NID.   

e.  Cooperation and Community Support 

The District has been working collaboratively with CAL FIRE, US Forest Service, the Nevada 
County Resource Conservation District, The Sierra Fund, and the University of California, 
Berkeley to expand its ongoing forestry and watershed program.  As part of this commitment, we 
will continue to partner in regional efforts to treat forested areas in the Sierra Nevada that 
critically need maintenance.  We will employ fire fuels reduction practices while striving to 
advance our statewide goals for water supply, fire risk reduction, carbon sequestration, and air 
quality.   

As part of this application we have reached out to various partners in the community and have 
attached pertinent Letters of Support from: CAL FIRE, the Nevada County Resource 
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Conservation District and The Sierra Fund to demonstrate their support for our project and 
interest in working collaboratively to address catastrophic fire risk in the region.   
 
NID will work with the community of Cascade Shores, the Sierra Nevada Conservancy, the 
Nevada County Resource Conservation District, CAL FIRE and other local groups to promote 
project coordination and regional goals for wildfire risk reduction. This project is also directly 
aligned with priorities of the State of California as expressed in the California Water Action 
Plan, USFS Western Nevada County Community Defense Project- Deer Creek, and the 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan. As part of broader community support we will work with 
CAL FIRE and facilitate implementation of the California Fire Plan (2010) by responding to 
wildland fire issues in our area in the following ways: 

1.  Land use planning:  The project will reduce fire risk in an area that continues to support 
residential development, and is a high-priority, short-term action in the Draft Forest Management 
Plan that NID is currently developing. 

2. Creation of defensible space: Existing homes and structures will significantly benefit from the 
fire fuels removal and expansion of defensible space in this area. 

3. Fuel hazard reduction: Treatment of 82 acres for fire fuels and promotion of healthier forests. 

4. NID is working with local agency partners to develop more accurate local data and planning 
tools to better respond to pre-fire risk and fire management in the region. 

 

f.  Tribal Consultation Narrative 

This project is part of the District’s ongoing implementation of the Scotts Flat Timber Harvest 
Plan (THP No. 2-13-031-NEV, approved Oct. 4, 2013).  Harvest Plan development requires a 
thorough archeological records search and review for the project area, as well as a formal public 
comment period.  The District completed this task in addition to all requirements of the Forest 
Practice Rules.  Additionally, as part of the project development process, we have contacted five 
local tribal representatives, addressing cultural resource managers as available.  A letter of 
introduction containing a project description and map was sent on Feb. 17, 2016 to the following 
(this is included in the Supplemental Information section):  

1. Mr. Rob Wood, Native American Heritage Commission 
2. Mr. Marco Guerrero and Mr. Jason Camp, United Auburn Indian 

Community of the Auburn Rancheria 
3. Mr. Darrel Cruz, Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California 
4. Ms. Shelly Covert, Nevada City Rancheria 
5. Mr. Don Ryberg, Tsi Akim Maidu in Grass Valley 

 
This outreach and invitation to join in the project resulted in only one interested reply from Mr. 
Darrel Cruz of the Washoe Tribe.  This project appears to be beyond his area of interest, but we 
will continue to include him in project updates in the case that this changes. 
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g.  Long Term Management and Sustainability   
As part of an ongoing forestry program on District lands, NID initiated fire fuels reduction along 
the northeast shore of Scotts Flat Reservoir in 2015.  This region has beetles, disease, and 
overgrowth associated with fire suppression, drought stress, and ongoing residential 
development.  The US Forest Service, Fire Safe Council and Nevada County RCD have initiated 
fire reduction practies around Scotts Flat Reservoir and Highway 20 as part of the community 
Shaded Fuel Break.  In order to address these needs and opportunities, NID is committed to long-
term forest health and watershed protection that will require innovative and regular 
implementation of forest practices, and Phase 3 will help to realize this goal.   

NID currently monitors the Phase 1 project area, and will monitor the proposed area for long-
term management goals of fire fuels reduction and forest health as understory species regrow, 
including surveys for the presence of broom, blackberry, and other species that require ongoing 
monitoring that utilizes mastication and vegetation control techniques. 

NID is keenly aware of the ongoing drought and associated water supply issues and threats to 
this system due to catastrophic fire, and is actively addressing the potential for its land to become 
a potential ignition source due to current and ever increasing recreational use.  NID will continue 
to monitor this project area and all of its forested lands to address future forest management 
needs well beyond the next 10-years, and SNC will have ongoing access to monitor the project 
area for at least 25-years.   NID is currently working with a local forestry expert, Mr. Whitlock 
(Under the Trees, Nevada City), to evaluate and inventory its forested lands in the development 
of a Forest Management & Maintenance Plan, and ongoing maintenance and monitoring will be 
part of this process.  In this plan we will evaluate current forest condition, past forest 
management, and prescribe long-term fire fuels and timber best management practices to achieve 
our goals for forest health, waters supply, watershed and habitat protection.  This plan will be 
completed in 2016. 

h.  Performance Measures 

NID will use the following performance measures to track and report project progress to the 
Sierra Nevada Conservancy throughout the term of the project.  
 

1. Resources Leveraged for the Sierra Nevada 
2. Number of People Reached 
3. Number and Type of Jobs Created 
4. Acres of Land Improved or Restored 
5. Number and Value of New, Improved or Preserved Economic Activities 
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7.  Budget Documents 

A detailed budget is attached. The SNC Grant fund request is $250,700, and the project total cost 
is $278,700.  Of this, the District will provide Project Management as in-kind support in the form 
of dedicated project staff to design, implement, report and complete this workplan successfully 
and on time.  The total leveraged funding is $28,000 (which is 10% of the project total).   

 

8.  Supplementary Documents 

 a.  Environmental Documentation 

CEQA has been satisfied for this project as we have an approved Timber Harvest Plan for Scotts 
Flat (THP No. 2-13-031-Nevada Co., Approved Oct. 4, 2013), and will work with a Registered 
Professional Forester, the California Conservation Corps, and a Licensed Timber Operator as per 
requirements of the Forest Practices Rules and the State of California for implementation of 
Proposition 1 funding.  Please see Section IV. 

b.  Maps and Photos- Please see attached maps and site photos.  Please see Section IV. 

c.  Additional Submission requirements for Fee Title Acquisition applications only- NOT 
APPLICABLE 

d.  Additional submission requirements for Site Improvement/Restoration Project 
applicants only.   Please See Section IV. 

 Land Tenure Documents- Please see attached letter. 
 Site Plan- Please see attached map. 
 Leases or Agreements- Not Applicable. 

 
  
 

 
 



SECTION ONE
DIRECT COSTS Year One Year Two Total
Project Management by NID to be provided as an inkind, cash contribution (see 
below) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Cosulting Registered Professional Forester(s) $10,000.00 $5,000.00 $15,000.00
DIRECT COSTS SUBTOTAL: $10,000.00 $5,000.00 $15,000.00

SECTION TWO
PARTIAL INDIRECT COSTS Year One Year Two Total
Public Education Workshops and Signage $3,500.00 $4,000.00 $7,500.00
Reg. Professional Forester: site preparation, stream protection, project delineation, 
establishment of plots, etc.  $10,000.00 $5,000.00 $15,000.00
California Conservation Corp treatment of 82 ac.@$2,600 per ac. $213,200.00 $0.00 $213,200.00
INDIRECT COSTS SUBTOTAL: $226,700.00 $9,000.00 $235,700.00
PROJECT TOTAL: $236,700.00 $14,000.00 $250,700.00

SECTION THREE
Total

There are no Administrative Costs included in this budget $0.00
ADMINISTRATIVE TOTAL: $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
SNC TOTAL GRANT REQUEST: $236,700.00 $14,000.00 $250,700.00

SECTION FOUR
OTHER PROJECT CONTRIBUTIONS Year One Year Two Total

Project Management by Nevada Irrigation District to be provided as an inkind 
contribution $18,000.00 $10,000.00 $28,000.00

Total Other Contributions: $18,000.00 $10,000.00 $28,000.00

SNC Watershed Improvement Program - DETAILED BUDGET FORM
SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY

Project Name:  Scotts Flat Reservoir Fuels Treatment Phase 3
Applicant: Nevada Irrigation District

Administrative Costs    (Costs may not exceed 15% of the above listed Project costs ) :



Appendix F - CEQA/NEPA Compliance Form 
(California Environmental Quality Act & National Environmental Policy Act) 

 
Instructions: All applicants must complete the CEQA compliance section. Check the box that 
describes the CEQA status of the proposed project.  You must also complete the documentation 
component and submit any surveys, and/or reports that support the checked CEQA status. 

 
If NEPA is applicable to your project, you must complete the NEPA section in addition to the 
CEQA section.  Check the box that describes the NEPA status of the proposed project.  Submit 
any surveys, and/or reports that support the NEPA status. For both CEQA and NEPA, submittal 
of permits is only necessary if they contain conditions providing information regarding potential 
environmental impacts. 

NOTE: Effective July 1, 2015, AB52 compliance is required. 

CEQA STATUS 
(All applicants must complete this section) 

Check the box that corresponds with the CEQA compliance for your project. The proposed action 
is either Categorically Exempt from CEQA, requires a Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative 
Declaration, or an Environmental Impact Report per CEQA. 

 

 
If a project is exempt from CEQA, all applicants, including public agencies that provide a filed  
Notice of Exemption, are required to provide a clear and comprehensive description of the physical 
attributes of the project site, including potential and known special-status species and habitat, in 
order for the SNC to make a determination that the project is exempt.  A particular project that 
ordinarily would fall under a specific category of exemption may require further CEQA review due to 
individual circumstances, i.e., it is within a sensitive location, has a cumulative impact, has a 
significant effect on the environment , is within a scenic highway, impacts an historical resource, or 
is on a hazardous waste site.  Potential cultural/archaeological resources must be noted, but do not 
need to be specifically listed or mapped at the time of application submittal.  Backup data informing 
the exemption decision, such as biological surveys, Cultural Information Center requests, research 
papers, etc. should accompany the full application.  Applicants anticipating the SNC to file an 
exemption should conduct the appropriate surveys and submit an information request to an office 
of the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS). 

 
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for claiming a Categorical 

or Statutory Exemption per CEQA: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Categorical Exemption or Statutory Exemption 



2. If your organization is a state or local governmental agency, submit a signed, 
approved Notice of Exemption (NOE) documenting the use of the Categorical 
Exemption or Statutory Exemption, along with any permits, surveys, and/or reports 
that have been completed to support this CEQA status. The Notice of Exemption 
must bear a date stamp to show that it has been filed with the State Clearinghouse 
and/or County Clerk, as required by CEQA. 

3. If your organization is a nonprofit, there is no other California public agency having 
discretionary authority over your project, and you would like the SNC to prepare a NOE for 
your project, let us know that and list any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been 
completed to support the CEQA status. All supplementary documentation must be 
provided to the SNC before the NOE can be prepared. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Negative Declaration OR 
Mitigated Negative Declaration 

 
If a project requires a Negative Declaration or Mitigated Negative Declaration, then applicants must 
work with a qualified public agency, i.e., one that has discretionary authority over project approval 
or permitting, to complete the CEQA process. 

 
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of a Negative 

Declaration or a Mitigated Negative Declaration per CEQA: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



2. Submit the approved Initial Study and Negative Declaration/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration along with any Mitigation Monitoring or Reporting Plans, permits, surveys, 
and/or reports that have been completed to support this CEQA status. The IS/ND/MND 
must be accompanied by a signed, approved Notice of Determination, which must bear 
a date stamp to show that it has been filed with the State Clearinghouse and/or County 
Clerk, as required by CEQA. 

 
 

Environmental Impact Report 
 
If a project requires an Environmental Impact Report, then applicants must work with a qualified 
public agency, i.e., one that has discretionary authority over project approval or permitting, to 
complete the CEQA process. 

 
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of an 

Environmental Impact Report per CEQA: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Submit the Draft and Final Environmental Impact Report along with any Mitigation 

Monitoring or Reporting Plans, permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been 
completed to support this CEQA status. The EIR documentation must be accompanied 
by a signed, approved Notice of Determination, which must bear a date stamp to show 
that it has been filed with the State Clearinghouse and/or County Clerk, as required by 
CEQA. 

 
 



 
NEPA STATUS 

Check the box that corresponds with the NEPA compliance for your project. 
 

Categorical Exclusion 
Submit the signed, approved Decision Memo and Categorical Exclusion, as well as 
documentation to support the Categorical Exclusion, including any permits, surveys, 
and/or reports that have been completed to support this NEPA status. 

 
 

Environmental Assessment & Finding of No Significant Impact 
Submit the signed, approved Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant 
Impact along with any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been completed to 
support this NEPA status. 

 
 

Environmental Impact Statement 
Submit the Draft and approved, Final Environmental Impact Statement, along with the 
Record of Decision and any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been completed 
to support this NEPA status. 
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Sierra Nevada Watershed Improvement Program 
SCOTTS FLAT RESERVOIR FUELS TREATMENT PHASE 3 
SNC REFERENCE #873 

Project Site Photographs 

Photo 1:  Top of NID road at gate at intersection with Pasquale Rd.  (APN 38-040-031) 

 

 

Photo 2:  Forest condition in project area between NID road and Scotts Flat Reservoir (APN 38-040-031). 
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Photo 3: Forest condition in project area between NID road and Scotts Flat Reservoir (APN 38-040-31) 

 

 

Photo 4:  Photo on south side of Pasquale Rd. in the project area (APN 38-040-11) 
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Photo 5: Understory forest with car for scale adjacent to Pasquale Rd. (APN 38-040-31) 

 

 

Scotts Flat Reservoir, Nevada County 
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Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
Sierra Nevada Watershed Improvement Program 

Proposition 1 
SCOTTS FLAT RESERVOIR FUELS TREATMENT PHASE 3 

SNC Reference #873 

 

 

Letters of Support 

 

1. Nevada County Resource Conservation District 
2. CAL FIRE Nevada-Yuba-Placer Unit 
3. The Sierra Fund 



 

 
 
 
February 22, 2016 
 
Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
Watershed Improvement Program  
Attn:  Chris Dallas 
11521 Blocker Drive, Ste. 205 
Auburn, CA 95603 
 
Dear Mr. Dallas:  
 
We wish to express our support for the Scotts Flat Fire Fuels Treatment Project Phase 3 that is being 
proposed to you for funding by the Nevada Irrigation District.  As you are aware, decades of fire 
suppression, beetle infestation, drought conditions and residential development pose a significant 
challenge to local communities and our capacity to address wildfire in Nevada County.  The need to 
work on private and public lands to address forest health and deferred maintenance issues is a 
paramount issue facing natural resource management in this region.  The issue is compounded over 
time, and as catastrophic fires continue in the Sierra Nevada, we will be challenged to work together to 
address this reality. 
 
Scotts Flat Reservoir is a focal area for ongoing fire risk reduction activities in our region.  In 2008 the 
Nevada County Resource Conservation District received a grant from the Sierra Nevada Conservancy to 
work with private landowners to promote education about fire risk, and to construct portions of the 
Community Shaded Fuels Break adjacent to Scotts Flat Reservoir.  We support continued attention to 
address catastrophic wildfire in Nevada County, and this project would provide significant benefits to 
our shared goals for fire risk reduction near the communities of Cascade Shores, Nevada City and Grass 
Valley. 
 
We encourage you to continue to partner with groups and organizations to address forest health and 
fire risk in Nevada County.  This project will have the added benefit of further protecting the watershed 
and water supply resources in Scotts Flat Reservoir. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Jan Blake 
Nevada County Resource Conservation District 
Executive Director 
 





February 24, 2016 

 

Mr. Chris Dallas 

Nevada County Representative 

Sierra Nevada Conservancy 

Watershed Improvement Program  

11521 Blocker Drive, Ste. 205 

Auburn, CA 95603 

 

RE:  Letter of Support for Nevada Irrigation District Project 

“Scotts Flat Fire Fuels Treatment” 

 

Dear Mr. Dallas: 

 

The Sierra Fund strongly supports the Nevada Irrigation District’s proposed 

project “Scotts Flat Fire Fuels Treatment Phase 3.” As you are aware, 

decades of fire suppression, beetle infestation, drought conditions and 

residential development pose a significant challenge to local communities and 

our capacity to address wildfire in Nevada County.  The need to work on 

private and public lands to address forest health and deferred maintenance 

issues is a paramount issue facing natural resource management in this 

region.  The issue is compounded over time, and as catastrophic fires 

continue in the Sierra Nevada, we will be challenged to work together to 

address this reality. 

The Sierra Fund is a nonprofit organization based in Nevada City, California.  

Our mission is to increase and organize investment in protecting and 

restoring the natural resources and communities of the Sierra Nevada region.  

We have worked with NID for years on many collaborative projects and are 

proud to support their efforts to bring funding to our local area that will 

improve the resilience of the lands around Scotts Flat dam and reservoir.   

We encourage continued attention to address catastrophic wildfire in Nevada 

County, and this project would provide significant benefits for fire risk 

reduction to protect the watershed near the community of Cascade Shores, 

Nevada City and Grass Valley. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Elizabeth Martin 

CEO 







Project Title:  Scotts Flat Reservoir Fuels Treatment Phase 3 

Funding Agency:  The Sierra Nevada Conservancy, Watershed Improvement Program (Prop 1) 

Budget:  Request amount $315,000, NID cost share/match $35,000.  Total budget = $350,000 

Project Timeline:  Jan. 1, 2017 pre-project work initiated; May 1 – Oct. 31, 2017 Project 
Implementation; Nov. 1-Dec. 31, 2017 Project Reporting and Closure 

Project Description: 

The Nevada Irrigation District (NID) proposes to treat approximately 100 acres on the shore of 
Scotts Flat Reservoir, between the community of Cascade Shores and NID's dam and 
powerhouse (see map), in Nevada County, California.  This area includes numerous residential 
structures, a reservoir, powerhouse and associated powerlines, and public and private roads for 
ingress and egress.  The area experiences increasing residential development and expansion each 
year, and as a result the wildland-urban interface and associated wildfire issues continue to grow 
and threaten the future of this region.  The project area has numerous small stream crossings and 
drainages that flow through steep terrain directly to one of NID's most important water supply 
reservoirs.  This reservoir provides source water that currently supports the communities of 
Nevada City, Grass Valley, and North Auburn.   

The properties on which the project is proposed are along the south shore of the Reservoir.  The 
community of Cascade shores is adjacent to the project area and is designated as a “Very High” 
Fire Hazard Severity Zone as determined by California Department of Forestry And Fire 
Protection (CAL FIRE).  This project will remove hazardous fuel to create a shaded fuelbreak.  
By removing and thinning ladder fuel, this will help to keep a wildfire from becoming a stand-
replacing crown fire, thereby making control more feasible.  

The goal of this project is to implement the third phase of the Scotts Flat Fire Fuels Reduction 
Program, which follows on NID's biomass utilization project completed nearby in 2015. We will 
primarily focus on harvesting, chipping and if possible, hauling biomass vegetative material from 
the site to produce biofuels that can be used for energy, mulch or other similar products.  This 
project requires tree thinning from below, and removal of downed woody debris and ladder fuels 
on approximately 100 acres, and projects removal of 2,000 bone dry tons (BDT) of material.  As 
per the existing Timber Harvest Plan, larger diameter trees may also be removed to create an 
effective shaded fuels break.  If possible, the biomass will be trucked to a nearby biomass 
generation plant.  If this is not possible, we will masticate and spread these chips in the project 
area.  Some parts of the project are within an area that requires security protocols and 
supervision relative to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  The project will also include 
community outreach and education, and opportunities to partner with local organizations to 
promote wildfire and fire risk education.   
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